28/ 02/ 2003
US anal ysing PM s speech, says envoy

Jaswi nder Kaur

KOTA KI NABALU, Thurs. - The United States Enbassy in Kuala Lunpur has sent
a report to Washington on the contents of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mbhamad' s speech at the opening of the Non-Aligned Myvenent
Sunmit on Monday.

US Ambassador to Malaysia Marie T. Huhtala said the speech was being
studied by her office in Kuala Lunmpur and her coll eagues in Wshi ngton.

"W reported it in full and we are studying it. W do not have a
reaction yet ...we are still looking at it," she said

Huhtal a was asked if Washington had reacted to Dr Mahathir's speech
which called on NAM nenbers to seek justice and freedom from oppression
and econoni ¢ hegenony, and outl aw war.

The Prime M nister spoke of a vision of a nore equitable and just world
order, free fromthe belief that killing people is right to solve the
probl em of relations between nations.

Huhtal a was on her first visit to Kota Kinabalu to | ook at investnent
and tourism opportunities.

Asked about opposition from Anericans on a possible US strike on Iraq
Huhtal a said her country practised a strong tradition of freedom of speech
and expression.

"Public opinion of possible conflict is mxed in the US and in nany
countries, there are people who oppose and support it.

"In ny experience, if the Government finds it nust nmake a decision to go
to war, the American people usually unite behind the Government and
support what it is doing.

"There is already a strong degree of support. Many in the US understand
about weapons of nmss destruction, and that these are dangerous weapons
t hat should not be nade available to terrorists.”

She said US President George W Bush had stated that war was the |ast
option as the United Nations Security Council had called on Iraq to
di sarm However, lrag had failed to do so until now.
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