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Baptism of fire

A Kadir Jasin
IT LOOKS |ike a case of one ong too many for newy installed Malaysian
Chi nese Association (MCA) President Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting.

For claimng that he did not know a certain Ong King Ee, a Penang MCA
nmenber who is being sought by the police for allegedly trying to revive a
secret society on the island, the Housing and Local Governnent M nister
has found hinself in an awkward situation.

In Chinese, ong neans prosperity. But for now, it is the kind of
prosperity that the minister can do without. The case is serious enough to
warrant the party's Central Committee to seek his explanation. The Press
has been on the story for nonths.

The question is not so nmuch about him knowi ng or not know ng his Penang
nanesake. It is inpossible for any politician to know or to be seen wth
only | aw abi ding nen and wonen.

A politician is bound to neet, get to know and be photographed with all
ki nds of people, including the unsavoury types.

As Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad would tell you, he has
had countl ess people approaching himto have their photographs taken with
himonly to use themlater to prove to others that they knew him well.

In fact, there are politicians who nmake it their business to mx wth
unsavoury types in their attenpt to better society. They work with
convicts, ex-convicts, drug addicts and the like.

So, what is so wong if the new MCA President, in the course of carrying
out his duties to the party and government, comes across a crimnal or an
al l eged crimnal?

It is humanly inpossible to distinguish or know everyone by nane when
one is dealing with hundreds or even thousands of people at a neeting or a
fund-raising dinner.

What is wong is not telling the truth. And after nonths of denying, Ka
Ting adnmitted on July 19 that he knew his Penang nanesake.

The admi ssion, according to The Malay Mil newspaper, cane only after it
front-paged on July 18 a picture showi ng Ka Ting standing side by side
with the fugitive at a function to launch the Wan Thor Boey Branch/ MCA
Gurney Drive in Penang in February 2001.

It could have been a genuine oversight on the part of the minister, but
having to admt later that he was aware of King Ee's crimnal record and
detention under the Energency O di nance when he joined MCA in 2000 is
damagi ng to say the |east.

Even if what has been reported by the Press so far is only partially
correct, the MCA President has the duty to explain his stance not only to
his party but the people as a whole.

Sadly though, such a task would be rendered even nore conplicated
because until his appointnment as Housing and Local CGovernment Mnister in
Decenber 1999, Ong was, for four-and-a-half years, the Deputy Hone
M ni ster.

Every politician has to undergo one form of baptism of fire or another.
Perhaps, this is Ka Ting's fiery baptism as the MCA President.
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