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Beconi ng better Malaysians with Dr Ms prescription

Fel i x Abi sheganaden

MERDEKA nonth began |ast Sunday with el aborate plans to "reninisce on

Mal aysi a' s success" under Prinme Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanmad' s
22-year | eadership.

For a whole nonth, the public will be caught up in a frenzy celebrating
the many tangi ble benefits Dr Mhathir has bestowed upon the country.
Benefits such as our beautiful network of highways, nedical and
educational facilities, an enviable transport system world-class
buil dings, airports and so on.

In the mdst of it all, let us not forget the good doctor's
prescription, repeated nmany times over the past two decades - to nmake us
better human beings. He has done his ut-nbst to inculcate in us val ues
that will prevail long after he steps down.

He has talked to or even chastised sections of society about its
| ackadai si cal ways and couldn't-careless attitude. He has preached
integrity, roundly condemmed corruption, encouraged noral and ethica
val ues, propagated self-discipline and even prayed for us to becone nore
caring, law abiding citizens.

The underlying nessage in his speeches is for us to be able to bal ance
personal success with social responsibility. He has made it very plain
that true freedom exists firmy within the bounds of natural |aws and
changi ng needs of our lives.

The records show that the nost mniserable people throughout history have
been kings, queens, enperors and dictators who becane so wealthy or
powerful that they fancied they were above the laws of nature and the |aws
of humanki nd.

Freedomis a great thing. Unchecked freedom however, is a different
proposition. Dr M has tinme and again rem nded us that we exist in relation
to one another despite our racial or religious differences.

We cannot separate real freedom from responsiveness to others. To be
free means to be able to respond to the needs of the nmonment within the
basic rules of a good life. This takes skills, capability, goodw |l and
comon sense.

One exanple: say you were sipping soda at the sea front of a holiday
resort and you spotted a child in difficulty in the water. You nay have a
strong desire to save the kid but you don't have the freedomto do it
sinmply because you cannot swim You rmay be the CEO of your conpany, but if
you have not acquired swinmng skills that child will still drown.

Motivation is great. It is the essence of life. But it is just one part
of freedom Dr Mhas said it in a variety of ways: If you are unskilled
greedy or self-centered, you will never be free. "Let's stop being
carpenters and becone architects,” was one of his earlier quotes.

You will also not enjoy freedomif you do what you want in a manner that
i gnores your connections with others or is not in the best interests of
soci ety.

As one comment at or observed:

"Your values have validity if you adhere to them and they don't infringe
on the rights of others."

In the Prime Mnister's owmn words (quotes from his speeches), let us
recap sone of his views on matters vital for our well being

On Vision 2020: "We are now noving into the post-industrial age. W are
in fact, shifting fromthe industrial age to a borderless information age



a gl obalised econony where borders can no |onger protect us fromthe
predatory economics of the world.

"We nmust proceed and not falter over our econonm c agenda. W mnust
resolve to take giant steps forward in our social agenda. A nation that
does not constantly reformitself and be willing to try new i deas and
strategies will soon be left behind in today's fast-noving world."

On eradicating corruption: "W mnust always be on guard agai nst
corruption. Today, as ever, we should take not an ounce of confort from
surveys which show that by so-called "Asian devel opi ng countries" or
"world standards"” we are not badly off; or that we are said to be no nore
corrupt than quite a few "devel oped” countries. Thank God corruption in
Mal aysia is not, as it is in many countries, a way of life

"But, we nust nake sure that we do not fall into the dark hole that nany
countries which are called "devel oped" have fallen into. W do not want to
be a wasteful consuner society where unbridled materialismruns riot."

On acquiring know edge and skills: "If we truly want to progress -
because we believe devel opnent on earth is as inportant as peace in the
after life - then we nmust have the ability to becone masters. For this, we
need to have the necessary skills and know edge as well as the right
appr oach.

"Now we have communi cation technol ogy. This neans faster novenent of
i nformati on, people and goods. These will change the lives of people. If
we cannot handl e these changes, obviously we will not benefit fromthem'

As we reninisce on the nany naterial successes the nation has enjoyed
over the past two decades, let us ever be mindful of the many intangible
gifts our energetic doctor has prescribed for us.

G fts such as self-discipline, tolerance, charity, caring attitude and
above all, high noral and ethical standards. Hopefully, these values wll
be passed on from generation to generation

* The witer, a fornmer journalist, is corporate comunications director
with Prestige Communi cations. Contact: felix@-prestige.com
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