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Beef up role, says Moeki

Carol yn Hong

THE Non- Al i gned Mvenent renains highly relevant and nust continue to
strengthen its role, said South African President Thabo Moeki, the current
NAM chai r man.

As he prepares to hand over the chair to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad at the upcom ng Kuala Lunpur summit, Mbeki stressed the
growing inmportance of NAM in an increasingly globalised world.

He said the devel oping world was grappling with the issues of
globalisation and its inpact on devel opi ng countri es.

"I't's obvious that there needs to be an intervention of NAM with regard
to that process," he said in an interview with the NST in Cape Town.

"Nobody can stop gl obalisation, but
it is inportant that the necessary interventions are made so that the
process does not disadvantage the countries of the NAM and devel opi ng
countries in general."

Wil e NAM nust be the voice of the devel oping world, Moeki said it
should also be a strong supporter of other nmultilateral organisations, the
nost inmportant of which is the United Nations.

He said NAM rmust insist that the UN plays an inportant role in world
affairs while it pushes hard for denocratisation of the UN itself, in
particular of the Security Council

"It's inportant for NAM to insist that countries should not, because
they are strong and powerful, act unilaterally in any way they like. It
can't be correct,” he said.

He added that the issue of lraq, for instance, nmust be dealt with at the
UN because of its huge inplications.

Moeki said NAM recently took the initiative to approach the Security
Council to enable it to participate in the discussions on Iraq, and this
paved the way for non-NAM countries to join in as well.

"It's clear that the NAM continues to have an inportant role."

He wel coned Mal aysia taking over the chairmanship of the novenment, as Dr
Mahat hir would be able to provide the |eadership needed at this tine.

Moeki was, however, non-committal on the issue of establishing a
per manent secretariat for NAM as he felt that the co-ordinating bureau in
New York, has worked

"I't worked as a pernmanent standing committee of the NAM to be able to
take up NAM i ssues. The setting up of a secretariat is a matter that has
been di scussed quite extensively.

"I think that we need to give nmenbers nore time to reflect on this
because | don't think you necessarily want to create institutions that are
not going to add very nuch val ue."

Moeki will be attending the summit, and is al so a schedul ed speaker at
the NAM Busi ness Forum He becane president of South Africa in 1999
succeedi ng Nel son Mandel a.
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