17/ 06/ 2003
Rai s: Accountability has been nmintained

reports on "Dewan Rakyat" by M K. Megan; Elizabeth John; Sujatani
ACCOUNTABI LI TY has been nmintained and confidence in the country's
adni ni strative system upheld with the nove to replace Anpang Jaya
Muni ci pal Council president Ahmad Kabit, said Datuk Seri Rais Yatim
yest erday.

The Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnent said Ahmad' s repl acenent
was a "direct response” by the Selangor Governnent in handling the ongoing
probl em at the nunicipal council

"The direct and i medi ate executive action should be highly commended, "
he said at the Parlianment | obby.

He was commenting on Sel angor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhd Khir
Toyo's statenent on Sunday that Ahnad would be relieved of his post to
restore public confidence in the |ocal authority.

"WII his successor produce the desired results? | will see to it that
the next president will pull up his socks since | ama resident in Anpang
Jaya and | am al so the patron of the Anpang Jaya Residents Association.™

Asked if the replacenent of the president cane a little too late and
that it should have been done nuch earlier, Rais said: "Timng is a matter
which is subjective. It (his replacenent) is still on tine

"Let us hope the whole country gets a boost of service after this. W
deserve it as we are taxpayers."

Rais also said it was not fair for some quarters to claimthat Umo
would be in turmoil after Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
resigns in Cctober.

"He is not a vindictive man. He has placid understandi ng and conjures
i deas for the sake of the country and party. The experience Dr Mhathir
has given is imense and Pak Lah (Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi ) and
the rest of us have learnt a lot fromit."

On the anendnents to the Bankruptcy Act 1967, Rais said anong the
changes woul d be the nane of the departnment handling the cases. It would
be known as the Insolvency Departnent and the head of the Oficia
Assi gnees' Departnment would be known as the director-general of
i nsol vency.

"The ampunt for which a person can be made a bankrupt will also be
i ncreased from RMLO, 000 to RVBO,000. This will result in fewer people
bei ng decl ared bankrupts."
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