15/ 09/ 2003

Best budget in three decades, says Mistapa

KOTA BARU, Sun. - Budget 2004 tabled by Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad was
the best one by any finance minister in three decades, said Nationa
Econom ¢ Action Council (NEAC) executive director Datuk Mistapa Mhaned.

Must apa, who is also Kelantan Umo liaison conmittee chairnman, said
there had never been so nuch enphasis given to small- and nedi um scal e
i ndustri es.

"The nove to place a high significance on SMs showed the Governnent's
conmitrment (to the sector)," he said after chairing the State Umo I|iaison
conm ttee neeting yesterday.

Must apa said previous budgets gave inportance to foreign investnments but
this tinme, the enphasis wason small businessnmen, especially SMs.

He said the country continued to welcone foreign direct investnents but
the inmportance of |ocal investors could not be played down.
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