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Better access to enbrace |ICT

Rozana Sani

VARI QUS comunities in the country will have better opportunities to
partake in information and comruni cations technology (ICT)-rel ated
activities in a nmore neani ngful manner through the incentives cited in
Budget 2004 which was announced by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad in Parlianent |ast week.

Organi sations, for exanmple, should no longer cite high access costs as a
deterrent for themto use the Internet as part of their business
operations with the proposed decrease of broadband Internet charges. The
decrease, an incentive that forns a part of the strategy to enhance the
nation's conpetitiveness, is seen as key to pronmote the wi der use of e-
conmerce in the country.

Under the incentive, Telekom Malaysia will provide 50 per cent discount
for industrial and corporate packages, beginning with 30 per cent for
phase one and a further 20 per cent for phase two.

For other users, including hone users, a 30 per cent reduction wll be
gi ven for consuner broadband Internet charges. This should bode well for
the increase in Internet literacy in the country, especially anpbng the
younger generation, as it provides |ower charges for Internet access that
will allow themto acquire and obtain know edge and current infornation.

To ensure wider and nore efficient Internet services, Jaring will be
nmerged with tmet, said Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister.

In order to increase wider Net access in schools, a project called

School Net will be inplenented. The programme has been inplenmented in
al nrost 200 schools in renote areas of Sabah and Sarawak. Coupled with
this, smart school programmes will be rolled out in stages across the
country.

Anot her nmove to boost wi der usage of |CT anong the population is the
enphasis to include the disabled to be part of the ICT nmainstream

To ensure the disabled also benefit from ICT, a pioneer ICT resource
centre will be established in Sungai Buloh to train the visually and
hearing inpaired in the necessary skills.

Conpl emrenting the initiative, the Governnment plans to provide ICT
enablers to facilitate the disabled to use them as a conmuni cations aid
particularly at zebra crossings and during energencies.

In parallel with the effort to use ICT to increase nationa
conpetitiveness, nore funds now are available to |ocal technopreneurs
t hrough the increase of sonme RMB0OO nmillion of venture capital fund for
Mal aysi an Venture Capital Mnagenent (Mavcap) to further pronote the
devel opnent of private VC conpanies. This increases the total anount of
funds under Mavcap to RMBOO million

In addition, the Government has established the Ml aysian Debt Venture
with RM650 million fund in the Ml aysian Technol ogy Devel opnent Corp with
the fund of RML billion to finance investnents in areas such as |ogistics
and noderni sation of agriculture.

In relation to the funds, Budget 2004 proposed for Miltinedia
Devel opment Corporation to expand its role to becone a one-stop agency,
simlar to the Ml aysian Industrial Devel opment Authority, for selected
services sectors. This will involve hand-hol ding and guiding investors in
obtai ning approvals from various authorities, with the view to expedite
their project inplenmentation.
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