05/ 02/ 2003

Big shift to Putrajaya by early 2005

PUTRAJAYA, Tues. - Putrajaya will house all governnent departnents and
mnistries by early 2005 when the on-goi ng devel opnent is conpl eted,
Putraj aya Corporation president Tan Sri Azizan Zainul Abidin said today.

He said the developnent in the various precincts was on schedule, with
the various federal government conpl exes either conpleted or nearing
conpl eti on.

Speaki ng at the second anniversary of the Putrajaya Federal Territory
Day and the opening of the Putrajaya Botanical Garden, Azizan said of the
five parcels in Precinct 1, four had been devel oped and occupied while
construction of offices for another 10 ministries in Precinct 2 to 4 was
in the advanced stage.

"Under this project, work for the Finance Mnistry has been conpleted
and occupied while work on the remaining nine will be conpleted in the
m ddl e of next year,"” he said.

Azi zan said the current population of 35,000 residents was expected to
i ncrease rapidly when Putrajaya Hol dings Sdn Bhd and its partners
conpl eted their housing projects.

Besi des governnment office buildings and residential units, other
projects included the Convention Centre, utility tunnel, nonorail tunnel
and works on facilities around the Putrajaya Lake

"Several public facilities have al so been conpleted, including two nore
pri mary and secondary schools,” he said.

Azi zan said Putrajaya was being developed into a garden city, with 37
per cent of its area allocated for parks and | akes.

The Putrajaya Botanical Garden is the biggest of such gardens in
Mal aysi a. The 92-hectare garden has three conponents - flowers, ornanenta
pl ants and preservation/research conponent.

Azi zan said there were also plans to set up an arboretum as a heritage
for future generations.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad | aunched the FT Day
cel ebrations and officially opened the botanical garden this norning. Al so
present was his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali.

Dr Mahathir, in his speech at the function, congratul ated Putraj aya
Hol di ngs for developing the city w thout conpromising the environnent.

He said other devel opers should enulate the ethics of not sacrificing
the environnent for physical devel opnent "Wiile areas which were not
affected by the devel opnment were |eft untouched, Putrajaya Hol di ngs even
took the initiative to plant new trees and plants to ensure that Putrajaya
remai ns a bal anced devel opnent," he said.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed hope that the 4.5-kilonmetre boul evard
stretching fromthe Prine Mnister's Departnment to the Putrajaya
Convention Centre would be conpleted before the next Merdeka Day
cel ebrations.

"I hope our very own boulevard will be conpleted this year so that we
can hold our National Day parade here
"I believe it will be very inpressive. | have seen the National Day

parade in Paris along the Chanps Elysees and it was very inpressive," he
sai d.

The Convention Centre is also the venue for the Oganisation of Islamc
Conf erence neeting in Cctober.
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