14/ 06/ 2003
Blitz on pirated and snut VCDs to continue

Noor Adzman Baharuddi n; Fay Angela D cruz

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Police will continue to cone down hard on those
responsi ble for the distribution of pirated and pornographi c video conpact
di scs until Sept 9 under the on-going Ops Banteras.

I nspector-Ceneral of Police Tan Sri Norian Mai said he had instructed
the Conmercial Crinmes Division to extend the nationwi de crackdown with the
hel p of the Special Branch.

It would include raids on entertainment outlets and would al so weed out
el ectroni ¢ ganming machines, drug abuse, illegal inmigrants and vice
activities.

Nori an was speaking at a Press conference at the Federal police
headquarters in Bukit Aman today. Al so present was Federal CID director
Dat uk Seri Salleh Mat Som

The crackdown was ordered following a directive from Prine M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad three weeks ago. It was |aunched on May 1
and the first phase ended three days ago.

Last Sunday, State police chiefs and directors of the Special Branch
CID and Internal Security and Public Order were sumopned to the Federal
police headquarters in Bukit Aman for a second-phase neeting with Norian
and his deputy, Datuk Seri Bakri Qmar.

Norian said although it was difficult to elimnate all illega
activities, 800 policemen in 40 teans would continue to nount the
nati onwi de blitz.

Police will continue to raid premises selling pirated and snmut VCDs, as
wel | as houses believed to be used for running VCD business.

Descri bing the Ml aysian VCD distributors as international players,
Norian said nore than 100 mllion VCD copies were exported each year.
According to police intelligence the players were well-organi sed, he
added.

The I GP said if charges could not be preferred, the authorities m ght
consider using the Restricted Residence or Energency Odinance to have
those responsible for these activities banished to renpte districts.

During the first phase of the nationw de crackdown, police seized
151, 899 pornographic VCDs and 2.73 mllion pirated VCDs while 1,046 people
were arrested.

On illegal ganmi ng nmachines, 2,148 prem ses were checked while 353
arrests were nmade. Police also seized 5,593 illegal gam ng machines.

Poli ce checked 27,000 illegal imrigrants and arrested 12,649, including
I ndonesi ans (7,000), Filipinos (3,300), Myamar (646) and others (1, 703).

On raids on vice dens, police detained 1,124 foreign wonen

In Bukit Mertajam Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi urged recording conpanies to seriously consider |owering
the prices of their VCDs and CDs to conplenent the Government's efforts to
elimnate piracy.

"My advice is this: Reduce the price, increase the volune and the
returns will be bigger. This is sinple economcs."

He said if the conmpanies did not heed the advice, they would stand to
| ose because the public would create a demand for pirated VCDs and CDs.

"If the prices are high, nobody will buy them (original VCDs and CDs),"
he said, when commenting on the refusal of conpanies to reduce prices

Abdul I ah was speaking after launching the RML3 million Tanman Ara | ndah
m xed devel opnent project in Permatang Pasir, near here



Present were Chief Mnister Tan Sri Dr Koh Tsu Koon and his deputy Datuk
Dr Hilm Yahaya.
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