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BN has its work cut out in Kedah

Zubai dah Abu Bakar
KEDAH politics has always been in the linelight because it is the hone
State of Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanad.

What goes on in the State undoubtedly attracts much attention
especially fromthe tinme after Barisan Nasional's poor showing in the 1999
general election.

Kedah is the only State where BN does not have a two-thirds nmgjority.

Pas secured 12 of the 36 State seats and eight of 15 parlianentary seats
in the last general election.

After three by-elections at Lunas, Pendang and Anak Bukit, Pas now has
11 State seats and seven parlianentary seats, and Parti Keadilan Nasi onal
one State seat.

BN lost in the Lunas and Anak Bukit State by-el ections but regained the
Pendang parliamentary seat from Pas in a tensely-fought contest.

The Opposition, as everyone in Kedah is aware, is saying it has enough
anmunition to attack and destroy the admnistration of Menteri Besar Datuk
Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain.

Anak Bukit assenbl yman Amiruddi n Hanzah said the heli-logging issue in
the Uu Mida forest reserve project will dominate the Opposition canpaign
al though it has been stopped.

"The RVb million project to build chalets on Pulau Payar marine park
wi t hout an Environnental |npact Assessnment report has been added to the
list," he said.

The Menteri Besar may have expressed his confidence in the BN and Umo
el ection nmachinery to halt the Qpposition canpaign but his views are not
shared by others, including some assenbl ynen.

But he says unity has been restored in Umo divisions and infighting
said to be the cause of BN losing sone of its seat to Pas in the |ast
general election, has stopped.

"W are always taking neasures to strengthen ourselves. Qur study has
shown that there is no nore infighting," said Syed Razak.

This may be true but other issues need to be addressed quickly.

A group of concerned Kedah citizens did their homework and they said the
findings of a survey on people's acceptance of the State Governnent are
far from good.

One of the findings which observers believed can be destructive to BN s
aspiration of defeating the Opposition, is that not enough is being done
for the three nain groups of Kedah voters, the padi farmers, fishernmen and
t he Chi nese voters.

Informal studies by other interest groups, whose nenbers conprise
prof essional s and those who are no longer active in politics, conclude
that Kedah BN and the State Governnment must buck up

"I will be lucky if |I manage to win by a majority of a few hundred," a
BN assenbl yman said of BN s chances of regaining the |ost seats.

Anot her assenbl yman clai med that nany assenblynen are feeling the
pressure nmounting as the general election gets closer.

"Pas and Keadilan did their groundwork a long tinme ago and we are still
wondering to whom we should report our activities," said the assenbl yman
from anot her BN conponent party.

An Umo representative from a constituency in southern Kedah said it
woul d be an uphill task to convince voters unhappy that the State
Government is concentrating on projects in Kubang Rotan, Syed Razak's



consti tuency.

CGetting back the two-thirds majority will be the best present Kedah can
give to Dr Mahathir before his retirenent in Cctober.

This is not sonething inmpossible to do.
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