24/ 05/ 2003

BN | eaders wel cone Ong- Chan team in MCA

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Barisan Nasional conponent party | eaders today
wel comed the appointnent of Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting and Datuk Chan Kong
Choy as the new MCA president and deputy.

BN secretary-general Tan Sri Mhanmed Rahmat urged all MCA nenbers to
accept Ong and Chan as their new |l eaders in the party and give their
undi vi ded support to them

"This is the sacrifice that the forner |eaders have nade for the |ove of
the party and to ensure there is continuous political stability in MCA and
the BN," said Mhaned.

He added that Ong and Chan both have a big responsibility to strengthen
the party.

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu said he was pleased that the MCA
bei ng the second biggest party in the BN, had resolved its internal
crisis.

He said Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who is also BN
chai rman, had always placed enphasis on unity and strength.

"A strong MCA will be a great asset for the BN to face the genera
election with full strength and vigour," Sany Vellu said.

Peopl e's Progressive Party (PPP) president Datuk M Kayveas said the
party would give its full support and co-operation to Ong and Chan in
runni ng MCA

"Al'l quarters nmust accept the decision of Dr Ling and Limto resign from
their posts as it shows they are giving priority to the party unity and
stability."

Umo vice-president Tan Sri Muhamad Mihammad Taib said Ong and Chan
shoul d work together to unite the party and nmend any rift anmong the
menbers.

"There should no | onger be Team A and Team B in MCA. It is the
responsibility of these two newl y-elected | eaders to strengthen MCA and
ensure the party would performwell in the next general election.”

Cer akan secretary-general Chia Kwang Chye said the party respected Dr
Ling's and Lims resignation in the interest of the BN as it was the best
solution to settle the Iong dispute in the MCA

"W hope that with the new appointnments, MCA can solve their |eadership
probl em as soon as possible."

Wanita Umo has expressed hope that change in MCA's top | eadership would
finally bring about stability and cal m besides ending the divisiveness in
the Bari san Nasi onal conponent party.
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