24/ 10/ 2003

Boycott call by Jew sh group extrene, says US envoy

MALACCA, Thurs. - United States anbassador to Malaysia Marie T. Huhtal a
has described the call by a Jew sh group to boycott investnents and not to
make visits to Mal aysia as extrene.

Wil e expressing surprise over the statenent by the influential Sinon
W esenthal Centre, Huhtala said the nbve was a result of Prine Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad' s speech at the opening of the Organisation
of Islanmi c Conference summit |ast week.

"I think it is an extrene step (taken by the group), but it is in
reaction to the coments nade by your Prine Mnister during the OC " she
sai d.

She even described Dr Mahathir's statenent that Jews were ruling the
worl d by proxy as putting the issue too far, and offensive.

Huhtal a said the Sinon Wesenthal Centre was not a Jewi sh | obby group
but a foundation to comrenorate the survivors of the hol ocaust.

She said while Ml aysia and Anerican rel ationship was fundanmental ly
strong, she hoped that this controversy would not have a l|asting inpact.
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