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Bridge project will help curb pollution

Koh Lay Chin

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - The unique road and railway bridge that will replace
hal f of the Johor Causeway will allow for the flow of water currents in
the Straits of Johor, "flushing" out years of built-up toxins and
stagnation that have nutated nmarine life.

CGer bang Perdana Sdn Bhd executive vice-chairman and nanagi ng director
Dat uk Yahya A. Jalil said the 1.45-km el evated bridge and railway sw ng
bridge woul d reintroduce natural tide and sea currents, thereby
alleviating the appalling pollution around the Causeway.

"At the tinme it was built in the 1920s, there were two tiny culverts to
et water nmove from either side. Over the years, the culverts have been
cl ogged and buried by sedi nents, making both sides stagnant and devoid of
natural water flow " he said.

He said a detailed Environmental |npact Assessnent (EIA) study had been
carried out and consultants engaged to determi ne the condition of the
"grey and bl ack" water, with the results anything but encouraging.

"The water is very toxic and the nmarine species there are nmutants or
have di sappeared from the area. W cannot dredge or clean (the water)
because over the years it would return to this condition.

"That is why we want this bridge elevated, to allow the environnent to
i mprove and for the marine life to flourish

He said the Department of Environment was pleased with the project as it
woul d allow the marine |ife and the nangrove-depl eted enbanknents to
recover.

The environnmental benefits were just a fraction of the overall
advantages of an elevated bridge, with positive effects also expected in
tourism traffic dispersal, econony, public relations and security, he
added.

The new bridge would be built only on the Ml aysi an side or half of the
Causeway, and woul d | ook like a harp-shaped structure that he said would
be one-of-a-kind, attractive and functional

The aesthetically unique and "harp" shape is due to the separation of
the road bridge from the railway, which would have been constructed
al ongside the road bridge in the original proposal that was rejected by
Si ngapor e.

He said the elevated road bridge was curved as the 25-netre air draft
el evation to allow watercraft to pass underneath had to be gradual, so
that heavy vehicles such as lorries could cope with the incline

"It is a hybrid between a road bridge and a causeway, which is unique in
the world. It will be a stylish landmark and tourist attraction, in
addition to being very unique in the world of architecture and bridge
design,"” he said.

Maritinme activities nade possible with the elevated bridge such as
pl easure boating in the Straits of Johor would further pronote tourism and
result in the devel opnent of new water-based tourism products, he said.

Tourismwi Il also be enhanced by the inproved traffic flow with the
bridge, which would be wider by 10 netres (from the current Causeway's 24
metres), with dual four-lane carriageways and ot her project structures.

The Gerbang Sel atan Bersepadu (GSB) project conprises a new Custons,

I mmigration and Quarantine (ClQ conplex, a Johor Baru Sentral Term nal
the road bridge, the rail bridge, the Interchange No. 1 (a three-tier
i nterchange) and internal roads.



Yahya said construction began nine nmonths ago simultaneously on the CQ
conpl ex and the road bridge. He was confident the total project would be
conpl eted by Dec 31, 2005.

The project, he said, would reduce chronic traffic congestion in the
Johor Baru central business district by diverting international traffic to
the Johor Baru Inner Ring Road and inprove the regional road network with
better |inkages.

He also said the project's econonic benefits would be huge, wth
increased tourist arrivals resulting in nore forei gn exchange earni ngs and
the new business opportunities created in the form of comercial, |eisure
and maritime activities along the shoreline.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad had said yesterday that
Si ngapore would not be involved in the construction of the RML billion
bridge as its initial proposal for a full road bridge "had failed to
recei ve favourabl e response" fromthe republic.



	Bridge project will help curb pollution (NST 03/05/2003)

