28/ 10/ 2003

Buck up, PMtells local councillors

PUTRAJAYA, Mon. - Local councillors who fail to perform and tarnish the
Government's image will be renoved, Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad warned
t oday.

Urging those who failed to buck up to leave, the Prine Mnister also
suggested a nore stringent evaluation mechanismto vet woul d-be
council l ors.

Rem nding local councillors that their inefficiency would hurt the
Governnment in the long run, he said: "That (tarnishing the Governnment's
i mmge by not serving the people) is the problem

"But the only advice | can give is that they nust renmenber that in the
long run, they are actually destroying the Governnent's popularity.

"And if they are fromthe governnment party, they are doing a |ot of
damage to the Government in their sometines corrupt and ineffective ways.

"W will have to find ways to ensure their performance and if they don't
perform we have to renpbve them" he said at a Press conference after
presenting excellence awards at the Finance Mnistry here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Finance Mnister, also |aunched the e-Perol ehan
Consurer Day exhi bition.

Asked about calls for local councillors to be elected, Dr Mihathir said
electing themcould |l ead to a bigger ness if the concentration was purely
on politics.

"Bet ween appoi ntnent and el ection (of local councillors), | think it's
better to appoint.

"I have canpaigned in local elections before and the debate during
canpai gns are not about the situation in the said area. They are not
tal king about drains or better service or whatever but only national
politics.

"They will pronote and tal k about Umo, Pas or DAP and will not be
interested in the needs of the locals but only national politics... they
wi Il not be bothered about the I ocal council or local politics.

"So we have to renove politics from some of these governnent functions,
ot herwi se concentration will be purely on politics."

He said that even in terns of tax collection and other enforcenent
activities, the Federal Governnent expected co-operation fromthe State
Governments via local councils but this too had to be "forced" on them

"Sonetines, of course, the local councillors don't want to be unpopul ar.
So they don't want to collect taxes and things like that... we have to
force them"

Asked if a new method should be formulated to ensure |ocal councils and
their representatives carried out their responsibilities, he said that
even the best systemin the world could not be effective if those
entrusted with responsibilities were |azy and corrupt.

"No matter how secure your systemis, they still cone around cloning
cheques. Before this it was identity cards and passports.

"Today, technology is such that people can do anything. W have the
technol ogy to inprove our services and performance, but they abuse the
technol ogy to do the wong thing."

Al so present were Second Finance Mnister Datuk Dr Jarmaludin Jarjis,
Deputy Finance Mnisters Datuk Dr Shafiee Salleh and Datuk Dr Ng Yen Yen
and secretary-general Tan Sri Samsudin Hitam

Yest erday, Deputy Mnister in the Prine Mnister's Departnent, Datuk M



Kayveas, who is also the People's Progressive Party president, had said
during his speech at the party's 50th general assenbly that |ocal councils
were giving the Governnent a bad nane.

Anong others, he said, local councils, deenmed to be protected by State
Governnents, acted as though they were a separate colony within the
Governnent and often failed to assist or co-operate with the people.

Kayveas is well-known for his efforts in highlighting corruption and
other illegal activities anpbng |ocal council officers, particularly the
Ampang Jaya Munici pal Council which sacked its chief enforcenment officer
after the Deputy Mnister pronpted an official investigation by the Anti-
Corruption Agency.

Earlier, Dr Mahathir comended the various arnms of the Treasury for
their renmarkable inprovenent in enhancing tax collection wthout
ant agoni si ng the peopl e.

"Their performance is shown through the increase of tax revenue,

i ncludi ng i ncone and corporate tax.
"Qur tax collection nmechanismis nuch better than in many countries."



	Buck up, PM tells local councillors (NST 28/10/2003)

