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Cabi net can reshape ninds of Ml aysi ans
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THE depressing thing about having a proud past that outstrips your present
is that, logically there isn't a future to speak of.

For, if we are still waxing lyricals over what we did yesterday, it
woul d appear that we have not done anything worthy, today, and
consequently are not likely to do anything worthy tonorrow either.

Wil e the nation may have taken great strides in its leap of faith into
the world of science and technol ogy, in sport, our greatest achi evenents
have, however, been nmainly confined to what we, the older generation of
Mal aysi ans have conme to fondly refer to, as "the good ol d days".

In the blane-gane, the nmain targets have been the errant sports
associ ations, indifferent schools sports councils, unnotivated and
panpered athletes, uncaring officials, and ineffectual |eadership.

But the rot, though as unwittingly as it nmay be, actually took root in
the quest for a developed nation status. As a nmultitude of mnds worked in
consonance towards the cause of the nation, left behind in the paper chase
and push for econom c progress, was once a powerful tool of nationa
unity, called sports.

As education policies shifted its focus on the pursuit of acadenic
excel l ence, and as playing fields kept being taken away from the kids in
the nane of econom c devel opnent, the support system that had once been
the pillars of sporting excellence, collapsed under the weight of Vision
2020 and beyond.

VWil e Vision 2020 should still remain the Ml aysian dream sport
shoul dn't becone its persistent nightmare.

VWhich is why there has been a concerted call led by A ynmpic Council of
Mal aysi a president, Tunku |Inran Tuanku Ja'afar, for a Cabinet directive to
instruct the mnistries of Education, Defence, and Housing and Loca
Governnment - the crucial conponents in this equation - to include sports
in their schene of things.

Squash Rackets Association of Malaysia president Datuk Mkhzani Mhathir
in supporting this call, canme up with a brilliant suggestion - inception
of a sports university that will strike that sweet bal ance between
academ ¢ and sporting excell ence.

This is what Ml aysian sport needs. W have been |osing hundreds of
talented athletes to acadenic pursuits all because the existing education
systemisn't designed to acconmodate both.

Though it's no fault of theirs, the 4-1 ratio of wonen teachers as
opposed to men, hasn't hel ped the sport agenda either. But because the
education system has been sport-unfriendly, this irregularity was never
addr essed.

But this problem can be solved if the bigger schools at |east, are
al l oned to engage coaches for a small fee.

But even if the Cabinet comes up with such a directive, there is that
ot her grave concern - inplenmentation. For, while we Ml aysi ans are great
pl anners and policy nakers, we have shown so often, that we l|lack the
sust ai ni ng power to follow through

To quote an old Malay proverb, we have been guilty of the "hangat hangat
tahi ayam syndronme. To put it sinply, we Mlaysians start things which we
don't or can't finish

Still, we need that Cabinet directive, to get things going. The Cabi net
can't be vocal of the poor state of Malaysian sport, and yet remain silent



when it comes to doi ng something about it.

Sure, our soccer is nothing to shout about, and neither is our
athletics, or even badmnton. But this is a cry for help, and the Cabinet
are the only ones who can reshape both the mnds of Ml aysians, and the
circunstances to reinstate that strong sports culture back in our Ilives.

For frankly, we are all tired of singing that "those were the days, ny
friend" song.
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