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BOOKS, television programmes and negazine articles all give |engthy

expl anati ons about the significance of the nmonth of Ramadan in the Mislim
cal endar.

For Muslins in Malaysia, as it is elsewhere, it is about fasting from
dawn to dusk, to break fast after maghrib prayers, and then to perform the
special terawi h prayers.

Compared to the Ramadan of our childhood or during our student days, the
nmonth we experience now is so very different.

Now t hat we are parents and approachi ng niddl e-age, we are nore aware
that all around the world there is war, there is poverty, there is great
unhappi ness and despair, and there is the continual "This land is mne
not yours," conflict between Israel and Pal estine, which neans yet nore
civilians are killed - both Palestinians and Israelis.

Surfing through the television channels, | caught a fleeting glinpse of
Ki ng Abdul | ah of Jordan and heard one statenment he made. King Abdull ah
(yes, | amtaking this out of context) said: "There is no such thing as a
noderate Muslim"

| may be truly off the mark here, but | took that statement to nean that
either we are Muslins or we are not - it is as sinple as that.

We define ourselves as Muslinms in the way we conduct ourselves and in
the way we obey Islams tenets and teachings.

The niyyah (vow) within our hearts will determ ne our sincerity in being
good Musli ns.

When | was a student in London during the 1970s, ny shopping trips were
often cut short by announcenents for shoppers to evacuate the area | was
in.

Later, we would find out it had been a bonb scare

On other days, in other parts of London, there would be other bonb
scares except they were real bonbs which blew up streets and buil di ngs,
and injured civilians.

"The Provisional and Oficial |IRA decided to intensify their canpaigns
after British Prine Mnister Edward Heath decided to inpose direct rule
from Westm nster.”

The I RA was using arned resistance against the nmilitary and politica
occupation of Ireland, and this included terrorist tactics.

"The Provisional |RA detonated at |east 22 bonbs in Belfast city centre
...1972 becane the bl oodi est year of The Troubles."

(http://news. bbc. co. uk/ hi/english/static/northern_irel and/ understandi ng/ ev
ent s/ bl oody_friday.stm.

And yet, even though nost of the time the IRA adnitted responsibility
for the bonbi ngs, no newscaster nor newspaper called them "Christian
extrem sts", "Catholics extrem sts"” or "Christian terrorists”.

Nowadays, Muslins the world over have already been |labelled cruel as a
direct consequence of the terrorist attacks that have occurred mainly in
Pal estine and Iraq, which have all been preceded by the events of Sept 11.

Newspapers nockingly, it seenms, refer to Islam as a religion of peace

A political journalist for The Straits Tinmes of Singapore - who bears a
Musl im nanme - analysed Tun Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s apparently erroneous
description of a Jew sh-controlled world in his OC speech and rem nded us
that, centuries ago, when the Jews were persecuted by the Christians, it
was the Muslinms who saved them and gave them shelter.Actually, that is



somet hi ng we know only too well.

Consider the fact that in Jerusalemlies the Done of the Rock, or what
the Jews refer to as Tenple Munt, a holy site for both Jews and Misli ns,
and nearby, the Al-Agsa Msque.

Consi der, too, why Muslinms are angered by the way Israelis are
encroachi ng upon Pal estinian | and because of what happened in history:
“"When the Muslins becane the rulers of Jerusalem some matters becane
easier for the Jews. Other accounts indicate that Jews were enployed in
the Mosque area and that Jew sh craftsmen made |anmps for the Msque."
(http://ww.tenpl erount.org/).

VWhat this journalist omtted to note is that, sinply put, things have
changed drastically since Sept 11, 2001; it has been Mislins who were, and
are, still being persecuted, not the Jews nor the Christians.

Musl i s have been vilified and condemmed for our faith, even though we
know that to conmit suicide is a great sin.

The Hadith states that: "He who killed hinself with steel (weapon) would
be the eternal denizen of the Fire of Hell and he would have that weapon
in his hand and would be thrusting that in his stomach for ever and ever."
(Sahih Muslim Book 001, No.0199) and al so:

"He who killed hinself with a thing would be tornented on the Day of
Ressurection with that very thing." (Sahih Mislim Book 001, No.0201)

This year, fromthe first day of Ranmdan, cities in Iraq have been
shaken by bonbings transparently ained at the Anericans and the foreigners
who are still there.

It did not seemto matter if those killed were the workers of the Red
Cross and the Red Crescent who make up the I CRC, |ocal policenen or
i nnocent citizens.

Do Muslins condone this violence? No.

It is not for us to decide who nust die.

Most of us are horrified that innocent people have been killed.

The Quran clearly says:

"And surely it is W, Wi give |ife and cause death." (A -Hjr Chapter,
verse 23, The Holy Quran)

Not many of us agree with the Anmerican attack on Iraq, which caused the
death of so many innocent Iraqis. Despite this, |, for one, understand how
Anerican parents, w ves, husbands, and children would prefer to have their
fam |y menbers safe at home with them

Death affects us all, whatever faith we belong to.
Ramadan, being the nost blessed nmonth in the Muslim calendar is a tinme
for us to offer even nore kindness, charity and goodwill to others than at

other tinmes of the year.

Orphans are to be feted, given food and nade happy. The poor are
likewise to be fed and | ooked after.

One of the many reasons that we fast is for us to realise what it is
like for the poor to go without food and water, and thus to be thankful
t hat we have bot h.

In a violence-ridden Iraq, | wonder how many orphans have food and
wat er ? How many of the poor remain hungry? Mre than anything, how many
Iragi citizens have fanmly neals at the breaking of fast, w thout having
to endure the sounds of bonbs, nissiles, and, worst of all, the screans of
those injured or dying?

It may be Rarmadan, the nonth when the Holy Quran was reveal ed to Prophet
Muhammad, and it should be a tine of peace.

But, instead, it is a tine of great unhappiness and despair for Mislins,
who live in the very sane region of the world where all of God's prophets
went to spread H s word.

For lraqgis, perhaps the saddest thing is to hear the nuezzin's call to



prayers drowned out by the sound of gunfire, mssiles and bonbs.
The call for prayers has been replaced by the sounds of war.
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