13/ 04/ 2003

Call for Dr Mto withdraw resignation

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - The Tawau Umo divi sion today passed a resol ution
calling on Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to withdraw his decision to step
down as Prime M nister and Umo president.

Di vi sion head Datuk Abdul Ghapur Salleh said Dr Mbhathir's dynanmic,

pragmatic and visionary |eadership was still needed in the wake of
devel opnents in the world. "Tawau Umo is of the opinion that Ml aysia
still needs his | eadership and gui dance and we call on himto continue

hol ding the two posts."

In response, State Ummo liaison conmmttee chief Datuk Misa Anman said as
far as Sabah Umo was concerned such a resolution should not have been
rai sed.

This is because Sabah Umo had resolved to respect Dr Mihathir's
decision to resign fromthe two posts and agreed with his decision of
nanmi ng Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi as his successor.

"That (resolution) is the view of the Tawau divi sion chief,"’
after opening the Labuan Umo division del egates' neeting.

Dr Mahathir had in June announced that he would quit the two posts after
the Organisation of the Islamc Conference summit in Kuala Lunmpur in
Cct ober .
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