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Call to beef up hone-grown software
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CYBERJAYA, Fri. - As the Miltinedia Super Corridor enbarks on its second
phase of growth, its International Advisory Panel nenbers are urging

Mal aysia to beef up devel opnent of honegrown software and know edge

wor ker s.

The project's second phase from 2003 to 2010 will see it link up with
ot her gl obal cybercities and expand its role in setting global standards
in technol ogy applications and cyberl aws.

At a Press conference today, panel nenbers said the MSC had established
strong foundations in software and hardware infrastructure, and had
managed to create a conducive environment for technol ogy entrepreneurs.

Oracle Corporation's executive vice president for its Asia Pacific
Division Prof Derek WIllians said the devel opment and sale of worldcl ass
software would be an inportant indicator of the MSC s success

"Software exports are very inmportant. You nust see world-class software
com ng out of the MSC going into the international nmarket, and the noney
returning to Ml aysia."

He said Oracle was working with |ocal software conpanies, one of which
had successfully devel oped an airport managenent system that had been sold
to 12 airports worl dw de.

Acer Group chairman and chief executive officer Datuk Dr Stan Shih said
Mal aysi a, which had established itself in manufacturing, now had to
devel op val ue-added services to stay conmpetitive.

"Manufacturing is a necessary foundati on of econom c devel opment, but in
the future, you need nore val ue-added servi ces.

"Wth the possible exception of China, Asia's next growh engine will be
the service industry, especially technol ogy-based," Shih said.

To a question on whether panel nenbers had recomended ot her conpanies
to relocate their operations to the MSC, Shih said he expected to see
Tai wanese conpani es noving here in about two years' tine.

"Currently, Taiwanese conpanies are nmainly in manufacturing. W will
need the Ml aysian market and Mal aysia should al so partner us. Both our
markets alone are too small to stay conpetitive. W should share our
solutions as that is our future."

New | AP nenber Ranalinga Raju, chairman of Satyam Conputer Services Ltd,
said 65 per cent of the world econony was based on services and
congratul ated Malaysia for its foresight in planning the MSC to conpete in
this sector.

Technol ogy had al so enabl ed npst services to be delivered virtually
around the world, turning service providers into global players.

"That Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad shoul d have
visualised this many years ago, and that you now have good software and
physi cal infrastructure and a clear understanding of what you can achieve
this is creditable.

"The MSC is well-placed and should go down in history as a well-thought
out and visionary project," Ranmalinga added.

O her | AP nmenbers, many of whom have attended the annual neeting since
its inception, conmented on the MSC s progress.

Silicon G aphics Inc chairman Bob Bishop said he noticed the increased
"passi on and i nnovation"” of |ocal scientists.

Stanford University's Prof Wlliam F. MIler said Ml aysians were now
handl i ng nore sophisticated technol ogy and applications.



Siemens Information and Communicati on Network group executive board
menber Anton Hendrik Schaaf said the company's gl obal operations here was
proof that the MSC had a conducive environnment for know edge workers.

DHL Systens Ltd gl obal chief information officer Stephen McQuckin said
the conpany's regional office here had grown to a 600 strong-workforce.

Sun M crosystens chief researcher and science director Dr John Gage
conmended Dr Mahathir for his vision and ability to bring so many captains
of the IT industry together.

"I think all of us in the I AP can say that years of dream ng have turned
into sonmething real. Wiy do we all keep coming (to | AP neetings)? It's
very difficult to get top business executives to go to meetings."
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