09/ 09/ 2003

Campus el ection conduct “~shows student inmmturity’

THE conduct of canpus elections in the country shows that nost of the
students are inmature, Education Mnister Tan Sri Msa Mhamad said
yest erday.

He said this was because the elections in |ocal universities were based
on political inclinations and not on proper issues such as student
wel f are.

He said in devel oped countries, student elections were often based on
"solid characters" who concentrated on issues affecting students.

Speaki ng at the Parlianent |obby, he said the mnistry had no officia
data as to whether pro-opposition candi dates were gaining a stronghold in
| ocal universities.

He was comrenting on Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad' s
criticism of undergraduates of Universiti Malaya, where pro-opposition
student candi dates had won 26 of the 39 seats in canpus elections.

Dr Mahathir had also said the students risked having their schol arships
and |l oans revoked if they failed to produce results.

Musa said in general, the opposition had tried to distract students from
their studies but there was no official data to show whether students were
nore pro-opposition or pro-government.

"The practice is that we do not encourage groups with certain
i deol ogi es, whether pro-opposition or pro-government," he said.

However, he said, if pro-governnment candi dates won seats in canpus
el ections, it was a healthy devel opnent.

He said canpus elections would continue as the authorities had no
intention to stop what was a necessity and a tine-honoured practice
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