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Capital pride

THE PRIME M nister has observed that criticism of the devel opnent of
Putrajaya as the federal administrative capital has quietened follow ng
its success. He was alluding to the vilification of Putrajaya as an
extravagant mega-project. As Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad pointed out
there is no reason why Ml aysia should not have an inpressive capital

Just as the Brazilians take great pride in Brasilia and the Anericans in
Washi ngton DC, Putrajaya has becone an enbl em Mal aysi ans can be proud of.
He joked that if in a hundred years the Opposition took over, he was sure
they would not sell Putrajaya because it was so beautiful. "I built it for
the future, not for nyself."

The Governnent has been justified in spending the noney on devel opi ng
Putraj aya because it has to be treated differently, to look different and
to act differently fromthe other cities in the country. If Putrajaya had
been devel oped only out of the need to relocate the federal admnistration
to relieve congestion in an overcrowded Kuala Lunpur, it would have becone
a city whose only difference was that it it had a |arge concentration of
of fice buildings and governnent enployees. But a capital differs from
ot her urban centres and requires an environment that is different froma
conmercial or industrial city in order to fulfil its specific functions.

Putrajaya is not nerely an administrative centre, a seat of political
power and a focus of decision-nmaking but also an inportant symbol of the
country's spirit, achievenments and aspirations. As an intelligent garden
city where fibre optic cabling and high bandw dth connectivity are as
integral as splendid architecture and |ush open spaces, Putrajaya is an
i mpressive landmark in Malaysia's journey to becone a devel oped nation
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