21/ 06/ 2003

Carry out stinmulus package without del ay

THE recently-introduced RW/.3 billion economic stinmulus package should be
i mpl enented quickly since a delay in doing so will hinder efforts to spur
the nation's econony to greater heights.

Wanita Umo del egate Raja Ropiaah Raja Abdullah, when tabling the notion
on economy, said the "delay syndrone”, if left unchecked, would al so have
a negative inpact on the Government, especially as it prepares for the
next general el ection.

She said the economi c package had been well planned for the people and
nation to benefit fromit, and should not be postponed by red tape

"W nust renmenber that the general election is near and all prom ses
nmust be honour ed.

"Sonetimes we hear conplaints fromthe people over the nunerous
announcements (programes) by the Government as their inplenentation is
del ayed.

"And those who have to bear with the grievances are the el ected people's
representatives and community |eaders," said Raja Ropiaah, who is also
Petaling Jaya Utara Umo divi sion Wanita chai rnan

She said the package was al so able to counter the negative effects of
the US-1ed invasion of Iraq and the scourge of the Severe Acute
Respiratory Syndrome on the nation's econony.

On the micro-credit scheme, introduced under the package, she said
it was capable of elimnating |oan sharks.

"This schene, which provides RVMBOOm in funds, also serves as a booster
to wonmen entrepreneurs to manage their business activities."

Raj a Ropi aah al so said Wanita Umo was grateful to Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad for bringing about econom c achievenent anong the
people, including the creation of six Milay entrepreneurs who are anong
the 20 richest people in the country.

"This was only possible due to Dr Mahathir's planning and policies,
whi ch are ainmed at boosting the lot of the Ml ays.

"Dr Mahathir is our hero and we cannot be conplacent but prepare
ourselves to be nore resilient and to excel in all economc fields," she
sai d.

Raj a Ropiaah said Wanita Umo al so thanked the Barisan Nasiona
Government for its success in overconmng the econonmi ¢ slowdown through its
pro-growt h policies.

"W are confident the package will help us achieve a 4.5 per cent growh
for the nation this year."
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