18/ 10/ 2003
Case for global alternate nedia
A MJUSLI M nedia has been suggested as a solution to the problem of biased

reporting by mainstream international newspapers, television and radio. It
shoul d be not unlike the television news channel Al Jazeera, but with the

difference that its reach will extend beyond the Arab-speaking world. It
will present an alternative perspective, an approach kinder to Mislim
sensibilities, as carried out by Al Jazeera during the invasions of

Af ghani stan and Iraq, and no | ess accurate. It will pick up where the
Western nedia |eaves off. It will nmke conplete a picture purposely left
i nconpl ete.

That the international media has been very selective in its reporting of
both the Afghan and Iraqi invasions is borne out by the recent criticism
by CNN' s leading international correspondent, Christiane Amanpour. She not
only savaged her own channel but also others, with special nention given
to Rupert Miurdoch's Fox News. Her criticismis validated by the very fact
of her continued enploynment with CNN which, in turn, legitimses the
grievances voiced by nuch of the Muslimworld and farther afield

To make matters worse, selectivity and omi ssions are not the only faults
of the Western nedia. It is prone to putting its own spin on stories, as
is happening with Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamd's O C speech, which has
been slanmed as anti-Semtic when it is not. This is clear fromthe
overall intention of the address, but the spin is, nevertheless, taking
its toll.

The need for a universal nedia, funded fromnon-traditional sources,
whi ch serves the global village of Miuslimand non-Mislim alike is then

undeni able. Not only will Mislins be better served by it, it will also
serve to sort the spin fromthe truth. Wth a Muslim nedia, for exanple
the cultural context of Dr Mahathir's reference to the Jews will be

understood in inoffensive ways. Not burdened with the |egacy of the

Hol ocaust, Jew sh economi ¢ dom nance can be accepted as sinple fact and
voi ced as such. To interpret the remarks as anti-Semitismis to |load the
guilt of others on the shoulders of the innocent. And so, the position
vis-a-vis a universal Mislimnedia is nmade
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