07/ 10/ 2003
Power boat GP a spl ashi ng success

Arnaz M Khai rul

THE Fornmul a One Powerboat Ml aysian Grand Prix at the Mnes Resort City on
Sunday was again a success. In fact, never was there a doubt that it would
be anything but a success, but it answered sonme inportant questions.

According to organi sers H20 Sports' nmarketing and conmuni cati ons nmanager
Lisa Hezila, there were nore than 100,000 people scattered around the |ake
including visitors to the F1 Powerboat carnival and those at the M nes
Wonder | and.

The race, won by Emirates F1 driver Scott GllInman, was al so tel ecast
live to a potential television viewership of 250 million people worldw de

It was even a fitting tribute to Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr. Mhathir
Mohamad who will retire on Cct 31.

But the npost inportant answer the race got, if the organisers had the
interest of the sport at heart, was what they needed for Ml aysians at
large to even garner an inkling of interest in high speed boat racing

Yes, there was seven-time world chanpi on Guido Cappellini around the
paddocks. There was the eccentric 2002 race w nner Massino Roggi ero and
the friendly Francesco Cantando.

There were 23 nen who were nade to be "the other drivers", as far as the
normal Mal aysi ans who went to the Mnes Resort City were concerned.

To them the man that mattered was their own Sinon Saw.

It didn't matter to themif Saw was running severely under-prepared for
his first F1 race of the year. It didn't even matter whether he was likely
to finish last in the race.

That Viemero Spirit of Ml aysia pit was the nost visited pit throughout
the weekend. There were always small crowds behind the fences facing Saw s
pit. Some just took pleasure in gazing at the exotic boat which carried
the Jalur Genmilang for them

O hers nade their feelings known by offering words of encouragenent and
snappi ng photographs with their hero of the day.

During the parade of the boats prior to the race, it was when Saw passed
by that the crowd was uplifted. He had al ready done them proud by
qualifying 14th fastest.

During the race, in several parts lined with locals, "Sinon Saw' was
al ways part of the discussions.

It didn't even matter that he was later reduced to fighting to avoid a
total engine blow and barely nanaged to bring the boat to the finish after
suffering mechani cal problens fromthe 14th lap and finished 16th and | ast
anong the finishers

In sports such as these, it is inportant to sell by having sonething
regul ar Ml aysians can relate to. And not everybody can relate to
power boats, but they can surely relate to one of their own.

And now, Malaysia awaits a better challenge from Saw when Team Spirit of
Mal aysi a conpetes in the Singapore Grand Prix on Oct 25-26 to trigger the
excitement needed for the sport to grow in this country.
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