09/ 06/ 2003
Chai rman of Perodua Raja Mhar dies

Zulita Mustafa; Adrian David

PERUSAHAAN O onpbi| Kedua Sdn Bhd (Perodua) chairman and forner Speci al
Economi ¢ Adviser to the Prime Mnister Raja Tun Mhar Raj a Badi ozanan
(above) ,81, died of bronco-pneunonia at the Pantai Medical Centre in
Bangsar yesterday.

His only son, Raja Mazhar, 40, a nmanager with Petronas, said his father
died at 3.19am

Raja Mohar's famly, including his wife Toh Puan Norella Talib, 67, and
daughters Raja Noor Dunita, 45, and Raja Nor Mazli, 35, both
busi nesswonen, were at his bedsi de when he died.

H s el dest daughter, Raja Nor Dina, died two years ago. Raja Mbhar also
| eaves behi nd ni ne grandchil dren.

Raj a Mazhar, when nmet at the fanmily hone in Jalan Damai, Anpang, said
his father had returned hone after receiving specialist nedical treatnent
in London | ast nonth.

"He appeared all right until about two weeks ago when he conpl ai ned of
breathing difficulty and began to cough severely.

"He was then admitted to the Pantai Medical Centre where he was given
antibiotics to renmove phlegm from his |ungs.

"He was unable to eat well at first but responded well to treatnent."

However, Raja Mhar devel oped high fever after a viral attack,
experiencing breathing difficulty at 3am yesterday.

Raj a Mohar, who was born in Kuala Kangsar, Perak, in 1922, was buried at
the Jalan Anpang Muslim cemetery after asar prayers at 5pm

Anmong the 300 people who visited Norella at the house were Yang di-
Pertuan Agong Tuanku Syed Sirajuddin and Raja Permaisuri Agong Tuanku
Fauzi ah, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad and his wife Datuk
Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahnmad Badawi and Defence M nister Datuk Seri Najib Razak and his wife
Datin Seri Rosmah Mansor.

O her menbers of the royalty present were the Yang di-Pertuan Besar of
Negri Senbilan Tuanku Ja'afar Tuanku Abdul Rahman and Tuanku Ampuan Negri
Senbi | an Tuanku Naji hah Tunku Besar Burhanuddin, the Regent of Perlis
Tuanku Syed Fai zuddin and his wife Raja Puan Muda Perlis Lail atul Shahreen
Akashah Datuk Khalil, and the Raja Muda of Perak Raja Dr Nazrin Shah.

Dr Mahathir, when asked about the |ate Raja Mhar, described himas a
man who had served his country until his |ast breath.

"He was not only nmy Economic Adviser. He had al so served under Tun Abdul
Razak and Tun Hussein (Onn)."

Abdul | ah said: "His death is a great loss to the country and the
i nternational comunity, especially his contribution to the many nega
proj ects undertaken by the Governnent.

"He was a dedicated civil servant fromthe pre-Merdeka era who got al ong
well with many people.”

"Hi s | eadership ought to be followed by the present generation," Najib
sai d.

Some of the corporate figures who paid their |ast respects al so shared
the same feelings.

Perodua managi ng director Tan Sri Ab Rahman QOmar said: "As chairnman, he
| aid down the guidelines for the managenment group and was a professional.
"Personally, he is very easy to get along with and a hunbl e person.”
Busi ness tycoon Ananda Krishnan said: "He was a wonderful man and had



made great contributions to society and the country.”

One of Raja Mhar's closest friends, forner educationist Datuk Siew N m
Chee, said he was "like an elder brother to nme... | called him Ungku. He
was one of the country's greatest sons."

Al so present were former Deputy Prine Mnister Tan Sri Misa Hitam
Petronas president Tan Sri Hassan Marican, former Finance Mnistry
secretary-general Tan Sri Ranon Navaratnam and National Chanber of
Conmerce and | ndustry Mal aysia president Datuk Seri Abdul Rahman Mai din.

Raj a Mohar obtained his BA (Hons) in Econonics from Canbridge University
in 1952 and a year later, received his Diploma in Agricultural Econonics
fromthe Oxford University.

He joined the Malay Admi nistrative Service in 1938 and | ater the Ml ayan
Civil Service in 1952 and served in various capacities until 1971 when he
was appoi nted secretary-general of the Finance Mnistry.

Raj a Mohar was Special Economic Adviser to the Prime Mnister from 1972
to 1988.

He also served in the private sector and was, anong others, chairman of
Mal aysi an Airline System (MAS), Petronas and Bank |slam Ml aysi a Bhd.
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