19/ 06/ 2003

Chai rman Sul ai man won't be there due to ill health

UWNO s | ongest-serving pernmanent chairman Tun Sul ai man N nam Shah has
witten to secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob he will not be able to
preside over this year's general assenbly because he is unwell.

"He is not really in a good state of health to chair the session because
it (assenbly) is quite intense,” he said.

A founder nenber of Ummo, Sulainman, 85, had been Umo's pernmanent
chairman for the past 26 years.

Khalil said in Sulaimn's absence, his deputy Datuk Seri Onn |smail
woul d take over as the nmin chair at the assenbly.

To ensure the snooth proceeding of the assenbly, Khalil said a tenporary
assi stant would be appointed to help out Onn.

"Despite his ill-health, Sulaiman will still be the chairman until the

next party election,” he said.

Sul ai man had intended to announce his wish to quit due to health reasons
at |last year's assenbly, but he never got to do so because of the
unexpect ed announcenent by party president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad
that he would be steppi ng down.

"W will certainly miss himat this year's assenbly, but we hope he
woul d be able be with us next year," Khalil said.

Sul ai man, who had over the years thrilled delegates with his wit, had
been able to perform his duty with excellence owing to his vast
experi ence.

VWen nmet at his daughter's house in Petaling Jaya today, Sulainmn said
he woul d be watching the assenbly proceedings on television at hone.

The fornmer businessman from Johor, who is suffering from nyeloid
| eukaem a (cancer of the blood), said despite being unable to be present
physically at Putra World Trade Centre, his heart was with the gathering

"I amvery disappointed for not being able to attend the assenbly since

it will be the npst nenorable event as our Prine Mnister Dr Mahathir wll
be retiring in Cctober.
"This will be his last speech as the Umo president,"” he said.

During the interview he was acconpanied by his daughters Datin Faridah,
Mari am and | ntaan Rogayah, and his son Hassan

Sul ai man said he would have chaired the assenbly if not for his illness
as chairing the assenbly was a greater responsibility than what he was
goi ng through right now

"My doctor has advised ne not to tax nyself with too nuch pressure - so
| decided not to chair the assenbly.

"It will definitely be a great |oss not being able to attend such an
i nportant event of ny life though,” he said.

Asked what he hoped would energe fromthe assenbly, he said the assenbly
woul d focus on the president's speech and all Ummo | eaders and menbers
should give their undivided support to the party and Dr Mahathir.

"The Prime Mnister always stressed on the inportance of fighting for
and pronmoting the Malays by the | eaders - apart fromtrying hard to
strengthen unity anmong nenbers.

"I hope Dr Mahathir's advice will be adhered to by all del egates,"
Sul ai man sai d.

He al so thanked all Umo | eaders and nenbers and said he hoped that the
assenbly would proceed snoothly.



	Chairman Sulaiman won't be there due to ill health (NST 19/06/2003)

