19/ 10/ 2003
Seeki ng views of nenbers on change of nane

V. Anbal agan

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Malaysia will seek the views of nenmber countries on
changi ng the nane of the Organisation of the Islamc Conference, Foreign
M ni ster Datuk Seri Syed Hamid Al bar said today.

"We want to know whether it is appropriate to change the nanme in |ine
wi th needs and aspirations,” he said.

Mal aysi a has assunmed the chai rnmanship of the 57-nenber O C for the next
three years.

"This is a big grouping and there nust be substance in the novenent. Now
it's called OC, the Organisation of the Islamc Conference ... | think
it's no longer suitable," he said after opening Cafe Desanie at the
Mal aysi an Associ ation of Youth d ubs buil ding here.

"One approach is to get the views of the other nmenbers on whether we
shoul d change our nanme to take cogni sance of the situation so as to show
that it is really an organisation or network for co-operation and not just
for holding conferences,” he said.

This change was in line with the agreenent of the O C | eaders to
continue with the conprehensive study on the O C secretariat as contained
in the Putrajaya Declaration issued at the conclusion of the 10th O C
Summit in Putrajaya yesterday, he said.

He said the matter woul d be di scussed at the O C Foreign M nisters'
Meeting in |stanbul next year.

On the Putrajaya Declaration, he said its aimwas also to forge a
wor ki ng rel ationship anong nenber nations and beyond.

He expressed di sappointment with sonme | eaders in the European Union who
criticised Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad's speech as being
anti-Jew.

"However, these |leaders renmain silent when Mislins are oppressed and
di spl aced. Were is the justice?" he asked.

To a question, he did not rule out the possibility that the foreign
nmedia distorted Dr Mahathir's speech because they had their own agenda.

"They doctored his (PMs) statement to make him | ook he was agai nst Jews
but he was nerely making an observation from a historical point,"” he said.

On reports in the Singapore nedia that the republic planned to refer the
Tanj ung Pagar issue to the International Court of Justice, he said Kuala
Lunpur had received a note but he had yet to study it.

The issue revolves around the Ml aysian Custons, inmgration and
quarantine facility at the KTMB station in Tanjung Pagar.

"It involves several questions of interpretation and agreenment. W will
study and respond to the natter later."

He said previously, Mlaysia wanted to settle the issue as a package but
both sides failed to cone to an agreenent.

"W will have to see whether it is appropriate to refer the matter to
the ICJ or go for arbitration."

He said the letter seened to inmply what Ml aysia wanted was based on Dr
Mahat hir's speech and Press statenents.

"Qur decision will not be based on what is in the note. W will obtain
advice from our |egal experts before naking a decision," he said.
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