01/ 04/ 2003

Changi ng H V/ Al DS perception

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - The United Nations Devel opnent Programre | aunched a
| eadership training programe today in an effort to conbat H V/ Al DS by
educating people on the different approaches that need to be taken

UNDP Mal aysi a, Singapore and Brunei resident representative Dr Maxine
O son said the programre ained to change the way H V/ AIDS was perceived in
the country.

"UNDP sees its role first as developnental but nore specifically, as
creating an enabling environment where the values of freedom from stigma
and discrimnation, gender equality, access to information, livelihood
care and treatnent are upheld."

She said it was only when these val ues becane society's normthat the
spread of the epidenmc could be curbed.

In order to do so, Oson said strong |eadership was needed to initiate a
paradi gm shift by educating others to create an environnment that changed
m ndset and attitude.

"This |l eadership can be found in all levels of society and should be
based on a sensitive and responsi bl e understanding of the epidenmic and the
social and cultural factors that fuel it

"I'n Malaysia, we are challenged to nove from a m xture of apathy,
growi ng concern and discrimnation of those infected to a conmitnent to
address the threat before the epidemc spreads to all sectors of society,"”
a son said.

The three-day "UNDP Leadership for Results"™ training programme is to
pronote such | eadership anbong the 160 partici pants.

The participants are academ ci ans, students and heal thcare providers as
well as those fromthe nmedia, the private sector and non-government al
or gani sati ons.

Present was Ml aysian AIDS Council president Datuk Paduka Marina
Mahat hi r .
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