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Charting new frontiers 
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THE 22-year administration of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad as Prime Minister o 
  His success in leading the country also comes amid a backdrop of various landm 
  They qualify in significance owing to Dr Mahathir's able handling of the probl 
  From an economic standpoint, Dr Mahathir stamped his mark on the country's dev 
  In early 1982, he introduced a policy to spur the country's economic growth th 
  The Look East policy, as it was called, broke the hold on Western values and e 
  Early examples of the adoption of the Look East policy in specific development 
  To date, more than 13,000 Malaysian students, trainees and workers have been s 
  Among the earliest foundations for developing a modern Malaysia which Dr Mahat 
  The 1980s saw the introduction of specific programmes and measures. They inclu 
  It also allowed the public to know who they were dealing with and enabled   th 
  Dr Mahathir himself wore a name-tag, emblazoned with the word "Mahathir", and 
  Another measure which Dr Mahathir introduced to the civil service in 1982 was 
  A day earlier, on the stroke of midnight, the whole country was introduced to 
  Dr Mahathir also embarked on an anti-corruption campaign, whose catchphrase - 
  The year 1982 also saw Dr Mahathir being instrumental in the establishment of 
  Permodalan Nasional Berhad was set up to serve as a vital institution that man 
  Dr Mahathir's passion for promoting the development of Muslims in the country 
  The university was founded upon the ideas of Malaysia's world-renowned scholar 
  Another landmark event which shows this concern was the development of Bank Is 
  Serving as an alternative to Western banking, Dr Mahathir said the bank was al 
  The establishment of Bank Islam turned out to be significant because two decad 
  Dr Mahathir also advanced the Malaysia incorporated concept in 1983, where the 
  In addition, he also announced a privatisation policy aimed at increasing prod 
  In terms of politics, Dr Mahathir's leadership also faced numerous tests in th 
  Then, on Feb 4, 1988, the High Court declared Umno an unlawful society. Justic 
  The declaration was delivered following a suit brought by 11 Umno members who 
  Twelve days later on Feb 16, Dr Mahathir announced the registration of Pertubu 
  Dr Mahathir came out intact from these challenges, and the next year,  1989, w 
  A week-long affair, (it kicked off on Oct 18), the 27th CHOGM meeting will be 
  The 10-point document incorporates the views of developed and developing count 
  The following year, Dr Mahathir unveiled a long-term development objective for 
  Vision 2020 is the road map for the country to progress into a fully developed 
  The plan sketches the transformation of the country and its people economicall 
  It was a masterstroke of planning, which followed the tabling of the Second Ou 
  In November 1991, Dr Mahathir opened the Langkawi International Maritime and A 
  Twelve years and six editions later, Lima - which is also among his enduring l 
  Despite his continued successes, Dr Mahathir has had to chart through some try 
  It prompted a public outcry and the Government then moved to limit the legal i 
  A special sitting of the Dewan Rakyat was called on Jan 18, where Dr Mahathir 
  Dr Mahathir said that unlawful actions by the Malay Rulers were not new, and t 
  In 1997, meanwhile, Dr Mahathir set the foundation for Malaysia's   concerted 
  The Prime Minister set a National Information Technology Agenda to propel the 
  But his biggest challenge was just around the corner. When the Asian economic 
  Having fired his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim, this period of time would b 
  He was severely criticised for deciding to impose currency controls to  curb o 
  On Sept 1, 1998, a day after Dr Mahathir announced the measures, Bank Negara f 
  Dr Mahathir was proven right. Some other countries which submitted to Internat 
  Not only was the Prime Minister vindicated, his triumph in navigating the coun 
* The writer is a Specialist Writer at the NST. 
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