31/ 10/ 2003

Charting new frontiers
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THE 22-year administration of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad as Prine Mnister o

*

H s success in leading the country also cones am d a backdrop of various |andm
They qualify in significance owing to Dr Mahathir's able handling of the probl
From an economnic standpoint, Dr Mahathir stanped his mark on the country's dev
In early 1982, he introduced a policy to spur the country's economc growh th
The Look East policy, as it was called, broke the hold on Wstern val ues and e
Early exanples of the adoption of the Look East policy in specific devel opment
To date, nmore than 13,000 Ml aysi an students, trainees and workers have been s
Among the earliest foundations for devel oping a nodern Mal aysia which Dr Mahat
The 1980s saw the introduction of specific progranmes and neasures. They inclu
It also allowed the public to know who they were dealing with and enabl ed th
Dr Mahathir hinself wore a nane-tag, enblazoned with the word "Mahathir", and

Anot her measure which Dr Mihathir introduced to the civil service in 1982 was

A day earlier, on the stroke of mdnight, the whole country was introduced to

Dr Mahathir al so enbarked on an anti-corruption canpai gn, whose catchphrase -

The year 1982 also saw Dr Mahathir being instrunental in the establishnent of

Per nodal an Nasi onal Berhad was set up to serve as a vital institution that man
Dr Mahathir's passion for pronoting the devel opnent of Miuslins in the country

The university was founded upon the ideas of Malaysia' s world-renowned schol ar
Anot her | andmark event which shows this concern was the devel opnent of Bank Is
Serving as an alternative to Western banking, Dr Mihathir said the bank was al
The establishment of Bank Islam turned out to be significant because two decad
Dr Mahathir al so advanced the Mal aysia incorporated concept in 1983, where the
In addition, he also announced a privatisation policy ainmed at increasing prod
In terns of politics, Dr Mahathir's |eadership also faced nunerous tests in th
Then, on Feb 4, 1988, the H gh Court declared Umo an unlawful society. Justic
The declaration was delivered following a suit brought by 11 Ummo nenbers who

Twel ve days | ater on Feb 16, Dr Mahat hir announced the registration of Pertubu
Dr Mahathir canme out intact from these chall enges, and the next year, 1989, w
A week-long affair, (it kicked off on Cct 18), the 27th CHOGM neeting wll be

The 10- poi nt docunent incorporates the views of devel oped and devel opi ng count
The follow ng year, Dr Mahathir unveiled a | ong-term devel opnent objective for
Vision 2020 is the road map for the country to progress into a fully devel oped
The plan sketches the transformation of the country and its people econonicall
It was a nasterstroke of planning, which followed the tabling of the Second CQu
In Novenber 1991, Dr Mahathir opened the Langkawi International Mritine and A
Twel ve years and six editions later, Lina - which is also anong his enduring |
Despite his continued successes, Dr Mahathir has had to chart through some try
It pronpted a public outcry and the Government then noved to linmit the legal i
A special sitting of the Dewan Rakyat was called on Jan 18, where Dr Mahathir

Dr Mahathir said that unlawful actions by the Malay Rulers were not new, and t
In 1997, meanwhile, Dr Mahathir set the foundation for Ml aysia's concerted

The Prime Mnister set a National Information Technol ogy Agenda to propel the

But his biggest challenge was just around the corner. Wen the Asian economc

Having fired his deputy, Datuk Seri Anwar lbrahim this period of tine would b
He was severely criticised for deciding to inpose currency controls to curb o
On Sept 1, 1998, a day after Dr Mahathir announced the measures, Bank Negara f
Dr Mahathir was proven right. Sone other countries which subnmitted to Internat
Not only was the Prinme Mnister vindicated, his triunph in navigating the coun
The witer is a Specialist Witer at the NST.
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