10/ 11/ 2003
M C chief: W don't seek cheap publicity

Zubai dah Abu Bakar; Chow Kum Hor

M C president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vellu yesterday took to task |ndians who
were not co-operating with the party to uplift the soci o-economc status
of the community.

"Some people are asking what we have done for the conmunity over the
| ast 22 years. We've done so nany things during this period that it wll
be just too rmuch for us to list them one by one,"” Bernama quoted him as
saying in Tanmi| at the party's branch chairnen convention

The M C believed in working for the people, especially the Indian
conmunity, and not clanmour for cheap publicity as "some parties" had
resorted to, said the Wrks M nister.

Sany Vellu said he had sacrificed tinme, energy and noney to ensure the
I ndi ans had a better life since he becane M C president.

Earlier, Samy Vellu pledged to deliver the Indian votes to Barisan
Nasi onal in the next general election and ensure a |andslide victory for
the coalition.

In one of the largest ever gathering of MC nenbers - nearly 9,000 - the
party al so expressed support for Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi .

"The MC believes in loyalty to your |eadership and hard work. W will
deliver and we will succeed," Samy Vellu pl edged to Abdullah before the
| atter opened the convention.

In an apparent reference to Abdullah's calls for the people to work with
him and not for him Sany Vellu said MC would not only work with the
Prime M nister but also give undivided support to the new y-appoi nt ed
| eader.

Sanmy Vellu said within a week of holding office, Abdullah had drawn
adnmiration fromthe people for his attenpts to reduce bureaucracy in the
Governnment and conbat corruption

Abdul | ah, he added, had a proven track record of |ooking after the
soci o-econonm ¢ wel |l -being of the Indians, especially through the various
Cabi net-1evel committees chaired by him when he was Deputy Prine Mnister.

"The Cabinet Committee on Social Ills had allocated RMO million to
overcone social problens anmong the Indians. Mre inportantly, the Cabinet
Conmittee on Foreign Wrkers has addressed the problens faced by foreign
wor kers and Indian traders," Sany Vellu said.

MC, as the only party representing the Indian conmmunity, would ensure
that it remained relevant and would continue to | ook into problens
affecting the comunity, he said.

From a party with 169, 168 nenbers at 587 branches in 1979 (the year he
took over as acting MC president), Sany Vellu said MC now had a
menber ship of 601,012 at 4,300 branches.

Sany Vellu said MC had drawn up strategies to address problens faced by
the community and such plans nust be continuously fine-tuned to ensure
that the party renmined rel evant.

He said the party's action task force would be on full alert to face the
next general election, due by early 2005. MC, he said, had conme up with
several programmes to win over the hearts and minds of voters

Sany Vellu also thanked forner Prime Mnister Tun Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad
for the latter's contributions in turning Malaysia into a dynam c and
nodern country during his 22-year tenure
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