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Chi nat own nmar ks Merdeka

V. Josephine

ON Aug 30, Petaling Street will conme alive with activities and
entertainment in a grand celebration to mark Merdeka Day and the snooth
progress of beautification work in the Chinatown area.

The Merdeka Eve celebration, which includes a visit by Prine Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad at 1lam is jointly organised by the Kual a
Lunmpur Hawkers and Petty Traders Association, Garnent Traders' Association
and Nan Ann Chi nese Quilds' Association.

Thened Perhi npunan Patrioti k Raksasa Masyarakat Ml aysia, the namoth
gathering is scheduled to start at 8am while activities will be held
t hroughout the day.

Deputy Culture, Arts and Tourism Mnister Datuk Fu Ah Kiow, who visited
Petaling Street on Mnday, encouraged the traders to fly the Jalur
Genilang and urged them to take part in the gathering.

He also distributed the Jalur Gemilang to hawkers, petty traders,
shoppers and a few foreigners who were in the area at the tine.

Fu later viewed the progress of the Petaling Street beautification
project, which is being carried out by Kuala Lunpur City Hall.

To date, Phases One and Two of the project have been conpleted while
work is ongoing on Phase Three, which is expected to be conpleted before
the end of the nonth.

Phase Four will begin soon after and is expected to be conpleted by
Cct ober .

"The traders are encouraged to take part in the Merdeka gathering to
show their appreciation of the beautification efforts on Petaling Street.
"The hawkers are happy that business has inproved with nore shoppers,
especially foreigners, thronging the area since the project started. This
is a good sign and when work is conpleted, business will be further

boosted, " he said.

He reminded the traders to maintain a cleanliness culture and said
cl eaning the area once a day would not be enough as there were too nany
peopl e shoppi ng there.

"I will remind City Hall to neet hawkers and petty traders on this. The
pavenents should be in tip-top condition and rubbi sh di scarded properly.

"This is to present a good inmage to tourists - that Malaysia is a clean
country. The hawkers and petty traders should not just depend on City Hall
but nmust work together to keep the place clean," he said.

KL Hawkers and Petty Traders Association adviser Datuk Tan Ti ong Hong
said the gathering on Merdeka Eve was to renind the younger generation not
to forget the ordinary traders who had nmade the country great by
contributing to its econonic growth.

Col | ege students around Petaling Street have also been urged to conpose
poens on the theme of integrity, trustworthiness and loyalty to the King
and country. Three poens wll be selected and the students given the
opportunity to recite themto Dr Mahathir during |unch on the day.

Al so present during the visit were MCA Bukit Bintang chairnman Datuk Dr
Lee Chong Meng and Perhinmpunan Patrioti k Raksasa Masyarakat Ml aysia
organi si ng chai rman Datuk Ang Say Tee.
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