15/ 09/ 2003
Chi nese dailies applaud “pragmatic' Budget

Ram an Said; MK Megan; Lim Chee W
FEEDBACK on Budget 2004 dom nated the pages in nmjor Chinese dailies
yesterday and on Saturday.

Many expressed satisfaction with the goodies dished out by the
Government to enhance growth in manufacturing, agriculture and tourism
whil e sone praised the neasures to boost consumer spending and strengthen
smal | -and nedi um scal e industries.

Many al so appl auded the neasures to reduce the burden of the | owincone
group and the handi capped, including tax relief for parents

Sin Chew Daily's editorial on Saturday said although it was the seventh
deficit budget in a row, it signalled the Governnent's determ nation to
achi eve a bal anced budget in 2005.

The editorial also acknow edged that although the Budget placed
consi derabl e enphasis on industrial and corporate devel opnent, certain
nmeasures were clearly ainmed at inproving the lot of the people,
particularly the |owinconme group and the disabl ed.

Nanyang Siang Pau congratulated Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad for his "pragmatic and visionary" budget, which it said would
enhance Mal aysia's conpetitiveness.

However, the paper said the Governnent nust also continue to attract
foreign investnent.

China Press, neanwhile, expressed concern over the road tax exenption
for notorcycles bel ow 150cc.

In its editorial yesterday, the daily said although the policy would
benefit the lowincome group and students, natters like the need to insure
notorcyclists and the possibility that the exenption mght lead to nore
not orcycl e thefts should be addressed.

I n anot her devel opnent, Sin Chew appl auded the Bari san Nasional suprene
council's decision to lift the suspension of two MCA Penang State
Assenbl ynen, Tan Cheng Liang and Li m Boo Chang.

The decision, said a comentary yesterday, would pave the way for better
under st andi ng between the State MCA and Gerakan
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