25/ 02/ 2003
NAM peace rally dom nate Chi nese newspapers

Li m Chee Wi
THE 13th Non- Aligned Moverent Summit and the peace rally held on Sunday
ni ght were highlighted by the Chinese dailies yesterday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad' s openi ng speech at the
i naugur al NAM Busi ness Forum was the front-page story in Sin Chew Daily
and Oiental Daily News, and his nessage at the peace rally at Bukit Jalil
was the story of the day in Nanyang Si ang Pau

Wi | e appl auding Malaysia's comritnment to wooing its people and
per suadi ng NAM nenbers to endorse the anti-war stand, the Nanyang
editorial was clearly not confident about the degree of influence the
rally had.

Headl i ned "The sad story of peace", the editorial said that the
wor | dwi de protests against a possible attack on Irag would not stop the US
from continuing its war plans.

The rally in Bukit Jalil, said the editorial, could be considered only
as another in a series of events organi sed by peace-I|oving Ml aysi ans.

"China, Russia and France, the three countries that have the veto power
in the United Nation's Security Council are the only nations that have
real influence."

Sin Chew Daily wanted the NAM Sunmit to focus on the spirit of
negoti ati on and constructive gui dance as practical approaches in resolving
regi onal conflicts.

I ssues that had led to diplomatic tensions _ including the inpending war
in lrag and North Korea's nuclear crisis - nust be dealt with via
di plomatic channels, the editorial said.

It added that pragmatic neasures such as initiating direct comrunication
between senior US, Iraqi and North Korean officials would help iron out
probl ens.

"W also hope NAM will play the role of noderator in this regard to pave
the way for a peaceful resolution."”

The Kual a Lunpur Declaration is expected to draw a clear |ine between
gl obal and regional scenari os.
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