19/ 03/ 2003
PM hopes US won't cause col |l apse of UN
By Hardev Kaur

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad hopes history will not
repeat itself with the collapse of the 58-year-old United Nations
following the US decision to go to war w thout UN sanction.

"We have seen that if the US ignores the view of the UN, then history
will repeat itself,"” he said.

"This will be disastrous for the world because it nmeans there will be no
nmore consultations in the managenent of the world,"” Dr Mhat hir added.

He cited the exanple of the League of Nations, first proposed by the
28t h President of the US, Wodrow Wl son, which collapsed as the US
withdrew fromit. The proposal by WIlson was intended to serve as the
basis for world peace. The League of Nations was succeeded by the United
Nations in 1946.

Dr Mahat hir was asked, during a Press conference, about the US intention
to go to war with or without UN sanction.

Earlier the Prine Mnister, who is on a two-day visit to Brazil, which
began on Monday, was given a cerenonial welcone. This was foll owed by
bil ateral discussions with Brazilian President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva.

Both | eaders agreed on the need for nultilateralismand resolving the
Iraq crisis peacefully under the aegi sof the UN and that no action shoul d
be taken unilaterally.

The Prime M nister hoped US President George W Bush thinks very
seriously of the inpact of the announced intention to go ahead with attack
even if the UNis not going to sanction it.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan too has warned that the |egitimcy of
the UN will be questioned and "support for it dimnished" if the US goes
ahead with military action, wi thout the support of the UN Security
Counci | .

I gnoring world opinion, Bush has gi ven Saddam Hussein 48 hours to | eave
with his sons or face war.

This action wi thout UN sanction by an American President and British
Prime Mnister Tony Blair is ironic as the notion of collective security
under the UN was in fact the brainchild of an Anerican President, Franklin
Roosevelt, and a British Prime Mnister, Sir Wnston Churchill.

Fi ve-and- a-hal f decades | ater their successors (Bush and Blair) nay have
sown the seeds of the UN s dem se, effectiveness and underm ning the need
for "collective security"”

Asked what devel oping countries |ike Ml aysia and Brazil could do at
this | ate stage when the apparatus and nechani sns of war are in place, Dr
Mahat hir said: "The only thing we can do is be of the sanme nmind and
express our views, especially to the American people. One of the ways of
influencing the USis to influence the people.

"Appealing to the (US) Government is not worthwhile," he said adding
that an increasi ng nunber of the American public feel that the US shoul d
not go to war.

The NGOs and ot her organisations through their connections could ask
them (the people) not to support the war, then naybe they can help force
the US governnment to change its m nd.

The Prime Mnister pointed out that it was public opinion that forced
the end of the Vietnam war.

He said during the bilateral nmeeting with President da Silva discussions
on joint action were also raised. Da Silva told Dr Mahathir that he has



witten to the UN Secretary-General suggesting that there be a neeting of
t he heads of governnent of countries that are not nenbers of the Security
Counci | .

Da Silva gave Dr Mahathir a copy of the proposal, which he (the Prinme
M ni ster) said he has not read.

In reply to another question, Dr Mahathir said he did not think Islanmc
countries could do anything about the war, adding that they are very weak.

"But their people are angry. Al they care about is revenge. The war
will destablise the world. War with Irag will not benefit anybody.

"Even if the West wins the war, it would not last. It will not cause
Muslimcountries to fight against the West but there are 1.3 billion
Musl i ms around the world and no one can stop sonebody bent on conmtting
sui ci de by bombi ng.

"How do you stop sonebody, wal king in Europe, Anerica or Ml aysia, sone
angry Muslimfromtaking a shot?"

Meanwhi l e, at the bilateral neeting which extended beyond the origina
schedul e, the two | eaders al so di scussed ways of strengtheni ng and
enhanci ng bil ateral and regi onal cooperati on.

Among the areas explored were the possibility of closer co-operation
bet ween Mercusor (South Common Market of Countries in South America) and
Asean, strengthening relations.

Brazil is also keen to |l earn from Mal aysi a' s experi ence of handling the
crisis in an "unorthodox" manner and with hone-grown policies. Brazil had
received a US$30 billion (RML14 billion) lifeline fromthe | M.
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