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Ferina Manecksha

MULTI MEDI A Devel opnent Corporation (MDC) has formalised a Strategic Trust
Area Research (Star) programme under the Research and Devel opnent (R&D)
cluster, one of seven flagship applications of the Miltinedia Super
Corridor (MsSC) project.

Star has been designed to put Ml aysia on a conprehensive R&D franmework
that will take the country's energing technologies to a higher |evel and
will focus on six primary areas - wireless nmobility, advanced software
devel opnent, advanced microel ectronics, design technology, bio-informatics
and nanot echnol ogy.

According to MDC s chief executive officer Datuk Dr Mhanmed Arif Nun,
the programe is ainmed at establishing the creation of an innovative
research culture, crucial for the long-term success of the MSC, and for
Mal aysia to beconme a know edge econony (k-econony) nation

"The programme is targeted at multinational conpanies such as the I|ikes
of Bell Labs which would be sourced, sought after and lured to conduct R&D
activities in Cyberjaya; the prototypes of which will then be
commerci al i sed by | ocal conpanies," he said.

"This will ensure the intellectual property rights (IPR) of the end
(comercial i sed) products will benefit the country and ensure greater
capitalisation of the econony once the research is conpleted. Building
upon the I PR assets is fundanental for the creation of a k-econony," he
added.

One or two early recipients of the Star programre are expected to be
announced by the Science, Technology and Environnent Mnistry soon.
Meanwhi |l e, nore beneficiaries of the programme are already in the
pi pel i ne.

Arif said other activities being planned to spur R& anong the private
sector, in particular, which include building an entire entrepreneuri al
ecol ogy involving researchers, financiers and comercialisation conpanies.

"We are already working towards this through collaboration with our
network of international partners and venture capitalists,” he said on the
sidelines of the 4th M5C R&D G ant Schene (MSS) gathering in Seri
Kembangan on Tuesday.

On the MGS, Arif said a total 194 applications had been received to
date, of which 100 have been assessed. So far 47 projects had been
approved to 44 MSC- status conpanies ampunting to a total of RW6.58
mllion.

O this anmount, RMb2.86 million has been disbursed, and 22 conpanies
have successfully conpleted their projects, which include having filed for
patents and tradenarks and two even successfully listed on the Ml aysian
Exchange of Securities Dealing and Automated Quotation (Mesdaq). And of
the RML65 mllion allocated for the MSS under the Seventh and Ei ghth
Mal aysia plans, RWMb5 million is still available for dishbursenent

Arif said the expanded role of MDC as announced by Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad in Budget 2004 will now nean MDC will focus on
nore k-intensive services and those with a high val ue-added conponents.

"The details (of our new and added responsibilities) are currently being
finalised and an announcement is expected to be nade in the next few
weeks, " he added.
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