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Continuing the Mahathir |egacy

A Kadir Jasin
ONE OF the nost significant hints of what the post-Mhathir era would | ook
i ke came from none other than his anointed successor, Datuk Seri Abdullah
Ahmad Badawi .

Speaking to a group of foreign and | ocal investment bankers and fund
managers in Putrajaya on Jan 21, he said Ml aysia would continue the path
charted by the Prine Mnister, Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhamad, for
achi eving the goals of Vision 2020.

Abdul l ah said: "It is a national policy, agreed to collectively by the
Cabinet and will remain the primary driver for Ml aysian CGovernnent
policies.'

Besi des perhaps Tun Abdul Ghafar Baba, Abdullah is one deputy whom Dr
Mahat hir can count on to continue rmuch of his policies. The same cannot be
said of Tan Sri Miusa Hitam and Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim had they succeeded
hi m

Those who know Abdullah well have no difficulty in understanding and
believing his pledge. As he hinself has said, it would be shortsighted and
counter-productive to introduce new policies nerely to stanp his nane on
t hem

Anot her statenment to tie Abdullah down to his pledge is his
acknow edgenment that having spent 38 years in public service as a civil
servant and politician, experience told himthat good strategies should
not be cheaply discarded.

In the past 21 years, Dr Mahathir has not only devel oped a host of
unorthodox policies - anything fromthe "Look East' policy of 1981 to the
currency controls of 1998 - but has proven that with good strategies and
commitment they could be successfully inplenented.

What Abdullah and his future team can and should do is to adapt these
policies to the changing donestic and international environnent.

Admittedly, there are policies and progranmes of Dr Mhathir which are
fighting an uphill battle, not so nuch because they are flawed but because
of the changi ng gl obal environment.

Wiile it is presunptuous for this witer to claimto know Abdul | ah
intimately, the years of reporting his activities and engaging himin
private discussion suggest that the man is capable of naking sound
deci si ons.

He needs to be as good a listener as Dr Mahathir while at the sane tine
assenbling his own team of advisers in such mgjor areas as politics,
economny, business, education and religion

Dr Mahathir is legendary in his ability to put up with [ engthy speeches
and presentations, and to digest nmountains of information quickly. O
course, sonme will argue that he listens to only a few key advisers

Abdul I ah has to be an equally good listener, nore so now when a whol e
new generation of Ml aysians - the so-called New Econonmic Policy
generation - is denmanding accountability and transparency.

A man of character

Wil e Abdul l ah may choose to listen to nore people, he can enhance the
ef fectiveness of his information gathering and deci sion-maki ng processes
by having a tinme-driven private office

In sinple language, time nust be strictly managed, visitors nust not be
made to wait and gatecrashers should be barred

Abdul lah is a team player. | aminpressed with his deneanour and



candour, which he anply displayed during the years when he was in
political wlderness after backing the unsuccessful attenpt by the Tengku
Razal ei gh- Musa team to unseat Dr Mahathir in 1987

VWil e nost nenbers of the team withdrew from active politics or joined
Tengku Razaleigh in formng the now defunct Parti Ml ayu Senmangat 46,
Abdul | ah remained staunchly Umo and accepted Dr Mhathir's |eadership. It
is not in Abdullah's character to self-indul ge.

But taking over from a hugely successful leader |like Dr Mahathir is not
going to be easy. But there is a plus side. He is taking over a recovering
econony. Only a war in Iraq can sabotage the process not only for Ml aysia
but also the rest of the world.

As much as Dr Mahathir had to prove to the non- Ml ays that he was not
the “ultra' that he was portrayed to be when he became Prine Mnister in
1981, Abdullah has to prove that he is not the "M N ce Quy' who can be
t aken advant age of.

Politically, his biggest task is to decide whether to keep the old guard
or build a new line-up as Dr Mahathir did in the early years of his
stewardship. Wat is obvious is that Umo and the Barisan Nasional (BN)
need regeneration.

The old guard can nmake life easier for himand for thenselves by
volunteering to resign, as a few have already declared openly. They nust
t hensel ves decide if they have over-stayed the wel cone.

PAS will certainly try to find fault with Abdullah as it had done with
Dr Mahathir and his predecessors. Abdullah should be able to take PAS head
on. He is an Islamc scholar. He reads and understands the Arabic version
of the Quran.

And what an average PAS |eader will find nmost troubling is the fact that
he can | ead a congregation as an i mam
IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THE GOOD DOCTOR HI MBELF

ITis often said that the only thing constant in |ife is change. To be
phi | osophi cal about it, we can say that change is as inevitable as death
itself.

Life in Ml aysia has changed so nuch and so fast in recent decades that
we have literally lost track of tine.

This brings to mind a recent debate in the newspapers regardi ng doctors
who are refusing to nake house calls. This doesn't apply to every doctor
of course, but we can safely assume that the mgjority are not very keen to
do so.

Yet, only four or five decades ago house calls were an essential part of
nodern medi ci ne. Those were the days when doctors were few in nunbers,
transportation difficult and the sick were nore likely to seek the help of
t he bonoh, dukun and sinseh.

Doctors, especially those in the fledgling private practice, were only
too happy to make house calls not just to nake a few ringgit but to spread
t he gospel of nodern nedicine.

In any case, when a doctor was summoned, the patient was either too ill
to travel or there was just no way that he or she could be transported out
of a renote village.

I n Kedah, one such doctor was Mahathir Mhanmad, the co-owner of Mha
Cinic in Alor Star. Being anong the first few Malay private nedica
practitioners in town, he was often sunmoned to renote villages to treat
the sick after the bonmoh and dukun had failed to drive away the evi
spirits residing in the patients.

It was through these house calls that Dr Mhathir became known as a
conpassi onate doktor prevet (private doctor). Very often, he nmade no
demands for paynment and at other tinmes his patients were too poor to pay.

When he contested his first general election as the Alliance (forerunner



to the BN) in 1964 in Kota Star Selatan (now Pendang), his nedical
practice and his community service becanme the w nning fornula.

In the subsequent general election (1969), he was dubbed "Dr Ummo' by
his PAS rival. PAS supporters were warned not to visit his clinic because
he would give them lethal injections. He lost that election.

Today's doctors, in particular those in private practice, are the
beneficiaries of the likes of Dr Mhathir, who served selflessly staying
true to the profession's Hi ppocratic Qath.
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