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Continuing Umo's struggle

Ai non Mbhd
THIS time, Umo's anniversary celebrations have an added significance
Undoubt edly, the occasion is special, enotional even, because it wll be

the last with Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad as party president. He
retires in October and deputy Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad Badawi succeeds
hi m

Wth the next general election on the horizon, this celebration is also
an opportunity for Umo to reestablish its position as the custodi an of
t he Mal ays.

The cel ebrations, to be held at Merdeka Stadium tonight, wll be
broadcast live on television. They are likely to be the bhiggest ever
event, with over 50,000 people expected to join Umo |eaders and party
veterans as well as the | eaders of the Barisan Nasional conponent parties.

The theme, Perjuangan Sebuah Bangsa (the Struggle of a Nation), reflects
Umo's spirit in striving to strengthen and unite not only the Mlays, but
the other ethnic groups too.

This year's choice of venue is also poignant. It has a historica
significance, being the place where the second Umo president, Tengku
Abdul Rahman Putra, raised his arns in the air to proclaim Malaysia's
i ndependence.

Besides the traditional flagraising cerenpbny, various events have been
lined up, including a thanksgiving dinner. Seminars on Umo's struggle

will be held sinultaneously in all divisions.

This evening, Merdeka Stadiumw |l be the focal point of the event.
Party president Dr Mahathir is scheduled to deliver a keynote address that
will dwell nostly on the Malays and Umo's struggle in the last five
decades.

In his speech, Dr Mahathir is expected to touch on unity and how Ml ays
as well as Mal aysians should remain united as unity was the nost potent
weapon used in the fight against the colonial masters and the Ml ayan
Uni on, and for I|ndependence.

The nascent Umo struggle was for independence, or Merdeka. The
objective and struggle clear, the people stood united and gave undi vi ded
support to the party until the country was free

This further proved that unity anong the party nenbers and the races was
of paranpunt inmportance to the nation and the people's well-being.

Dr Mahathir has always reflected on Umo's history and struggle
achi evenents and failures, and the various paths as well as obstacl es.

Toni ght, many expect the Umo president to continue this reminder to
carry on the party struggle and never to repeat past m stakes

Since the colonial era, the country has risen to becone one of the nost
dynami c econonmies, not only in Southeast Asia but also the world. And Umo
has been the domi nant political party all the way.

The Mal ays have achi eved significant progress, sonething Umo's founding
fathers may not have believed possible.

They have enjoyed the fruits of Merdeka over the |ast 47 years and began
to rise again, going from strength to strength in all fields.

Starting with their domination in politics, followed by achievenents in
sci ence and technol ogy, and strengthening Islam In fact, this success has
made Umo the main pillar of Malaysia s political system

As the oldest political party, Umo has gone through many trials and
tribulations over the years, sone of which threatened its very existence



But the country's ability to rise above its ethnic differences and
deliver a steadily growi ng prosperity to its people is due in large part
to the continuity and firm | eadership provided by Umo.

Umo, although a party of the Ml ays, has not confined its struggle to
i mproving the fortunes of any particular race, but worked for al
Mal aysi ans. And it will continue to safeguard the interests of all the
peopl e of Mal aysi a.

At this time, Umo faces greater challenges, with new expectations from
the Mal ays, and the others for a nore progressive society.

I ndeed, they cannot afford to be conplacent or satisfied with their
achi evenents and successes. The Ml ays must continue the race to ensure
that they will not be reduced to what they once were - an inferior and
col oni sed race incapable of conpeting with others.

The uncertain worldwi de political climte and the new era of
gl obal i sation are anong the many challenges in this millennium

At honme, an increasingly sophisticated and educated society demands a
stronger and nore relevant party. And as the country progresses in the
21st century, unity of utnpost inportance not only for the Ml ays, but for
all the races.

And Umo should | ead the way.
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