20/ 06/ 2003

Cour ageous speech, say observers

FORElI GN observers to Umo's 54th annual assenbly prai sed Umo president
Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhamad's presidential address, saying it was
courageous and out-lined a way for which Umo, the Ml ays and Ml aysia
could take to continue the country's successes.

They al so pointed to Dr Mhathir's warning about the threat posed by
Eur opean powers who were bent on re-colonising the world through the guise
of gl obalisation.

Sonme al so expressed sadness at seeing Dr Mahathir deliver one of his
| ast speeches before he steps down in Cctober

For Singapore Malay National Organisation president Borhan Arrifin, Dr
Mahat hir's speech had a gl obal scope from which nmany countries which | ook
up to his administration could take heed.

Si ngapore, he said, should share its views on the fear of the recurrence
of colonialismand be as vocal in opposing the Wst's crude behaviour,
which had no regard for other menbers of the gl obal comunity.

Bor han added that Ummo nenbers nust seriously adhere to Dr Mahathir's
advice if they wanted the party to remain strong.

Bangl adesh Post and Tel ecomuni cations Mnister Mi Aminul Hoque said
many devel oping countries could relate to the fears and worries of Dr
Mahat hir as expressed in his speech.

Wtnessing the assenbly for the first time, he said delegates from his
country were overwhel med by the Umo president's inspiring speech that was
not only for Ml aysi ans, but the world over.

"The nessage was for all, his vision was for all. | have heard a | ot
about the |eader and his visions. But today, |ooking at the response of
Mal aysi ans and the inpact he has on them it is not sonmething every |eader
woul d get."

He said Dr Mahathir's point that European countries were bull dozing
international laws and rights, and threatening snaller countries should be
taken seriously.

He concurred with Dr Mahathir in that fellow devel oping Mislim coun
tries nust stick to the true teachings of Islam while enbracing new
technol ogy to ensure continued progress.

Bosni a- Her zegovina's Party of Denbcratic Action vice-president Elmr
Jahic said listening to Dr Mahathir's |last address was enotional, as the
Prime Mnister was a kind and good friend to the Bosni an people.

"The Mal aysi an Governnent and Umo have contributed rmuch to our country
during the conflict in 1992 and in the country's reconstruction ... Like
Mal aysia, Bosnia is multi-racial and nulti-religious.

"The country is a practical school for us on how to develop a country,"
he said.

Jahi ¢ said although Europeans have historically been responsible for
wars and colonisation, it was also inportant to ook at the region's
contributions to the world.

"We nust think of ourselves as global citizens and work towards the
betterment of the global conmunity," he said in response to Dr Mahathir's
poi nt about European powers' interest in colonising the world again.

I ndonesi a's Partai Persatuan Penbangunan vice-president Zarkasih Nur
said he was awed by Dr Mahathir's criticismof European powers as nany
Third World | eaders subscribed to simlar views, but were not courageous
enough to express them



"He is a national |eader who has genuinely served his party and the
nation, and not for his personal interests. Leaders who get into politics
to serve their own interests end up ruining their party and the country.”

Syrian Al -Baath Socialist Party deputy president Abdullah Al -Ahmar said
Dr Mahathir's adoption of noderate Islam and his rejection of extrem sm
had succeeded in developing the nation and race that were now known the
world over.

"W will stand behind Dr Mahathir and Umo in its condemation of
Eur opean powers who seek to recolonise the world."

Chi na's Comruni st Party international departnent central committee
deputy head Cai Wi said Dr Mahathir's speech left a very deep inpression
on foreign del egati ons.

"The country's success, which Dr Mahathir attributed to the unity anong
its nultiracial society, is a very inmportant experience for us to keep in
m nd. "

Cai Wi, who is here for the seventh time to witness the Umo assenbly,
said although it would be the president's last year, Umo would continue
to progress and enhance devel opnent as the spirit to achieve Dr Mahathir's
Vi sion 2020 was burning.

On the president's view that the energence of China in the gl obal
econoni ¢ sector was threatening European countries, W said China took
its hat off to the country's |eaders for looking at the progress and the
republic as a land of opportunities, and not a threat, to the world.

Surendra K. Arora of India's ruling party Bharatiya Janata said Dr
Mahat hir was very frank in criticising the Europeans.

He added that WMl aysians should be thankful to have been blessed with
such a | eader who was instrunmental in bringing their country to what it
was today.

Paki stan's Parliamentarians Comm ssion for Human Rights chairman R as
Fatyana said the |leader's call for serious focus on economc growth and
all eviation of poverty was | audabl e.

He said Dr Mahathir had proven to be a great leader in the region with
t he advancenent he had brought about and the influence he had on |eaders
in the region.

"Just look at the transition of the country under his |eadership, |ike
Kual a Lumpur, which is now one of the nost beautiful cities in the world."
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