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Operators aim for blanket coverage

Ferina Manecksha

MBI LE phone users can |ook forward to better services in time to cone,
following the pledge by local nobile tel ecomunicati ons operators to
col | aborate and work towards providing a blanket coverage nationw de.

Wi |l e agreeing that a nationwi de nobile phone coverage is not
i npossi ble, the operators nevertheless feel that mmjor issues such as
approvals for the establishnment of cell sites and the feasibility factor
will need to be addressed. |In npbst cases, approvals are either extrenely
difficult to get or take too long, while operators have to invest nillions
of ringgit in equipnment, transmssion lines and rental to support only a
few custoners in many renote areas.

Cel com (M Berhad's group chief executive officer Datuk Ramli Abbas said
as it is, nobile operators are already co-operating and col |l aborating
efficiently to share infrastructure such as the tel ecommunication towers;
whi ch hel ps reduce capital expenditure, expedite executional activities
and preserve the aesthetics of the environnment. "In fact, Celcomis
currently sharing nore than 50 per cent of infrastructure with other
tel cos wherever is possible/applicable,” he told Conmputines.

Cel com currently also has the w dest coverage that spans over 95 per
cent of all total populated areas in the country, added Ranii.

Cel com s coverage has al so expanded with the |launch of the first phase
of joint domestic roanming (DR) between TMIouch in Cctober |ast year and
the second phase (covering the North-South Expressway, parts of the East
Coast and Sabah and Sarawak) in Novenber |ast year

"As a result of the nerger with TMrouch, we are in the mdst of
rationalising and sharing infrastructure to expand coverage, including
rel ocating of redundant transm ssion towers to new untapped areas and
patching areas (where there are drop calls) so that there will be seanl ess
coverage," Ranli said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad | ast week had called on
nobi | e phone operators to work together to ensure that not a single area
in the country is excluded fromtheir coverage.

A Maxi s Comuni cations Berhad' s spokesperson said since the tower
sharing nenorandum of understanding was signed in Novenmber 2001, between
40 and 50 per cent of all new towers are being shared by at |east two
nobi | e operators.

"Neverthel ess, timng and other operational considerations are still
chal l enging issues. Wile in some cases, DR is perhaps the nost
appropriate solution; sonme sort of universal service provider (USP) should
be considered to provide services to even nore renote areas."

Meanwhil e, DiG Tel ecomuni cations Sdn Bhd's chief technical officer Jon
Eddy said the conpany's rollout of its network expansion and upgrade
programme covering buildings, town centres, housing and industrial estates
and comercial areas nationwide is on track
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