06/ 11/ 2003
Creating future Nobel Laureates
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PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - The greatest challenge Malaysia will face in trying to
produce a Nobel Laureate by 2020 is the creation of "an environnent of
creativity" to nurture students and scientists, National Science Award
2001 wi nner Prof Mhd Ali Hashim said today.

The director of Science and Technology in the Science, Technol ogy and
Environment Mnistry said Nobel Laureates typically came from universities
that provided creative mlieus for their students, encouraging themto
di scuss findings and interact daily or weekly.

"For anything creative to happen, these people need to comunicate, to
bel ong to one or several networks where they can exchange know edge
experience and ideas. The possibility of frequent neetings between
individuals is therefore an inportant feature of these milieus," he said.

He said the Nobel Prize Centennial Exhibition, to be held at the
Nati onal Science Centre from March 20 to June 27 next year, would
hi ghlight the individual creativity and mlieus that led to anazi ng
di scoveries by 747 | aureates.

"The exhibition deliberates on the question, “Wat creates a culture of
creativity, that in tine would produce a Nobel Laureate?' . Visitors would
not be able to derive clear cut answers from the exhibition but rather be
given food for thought as to whether creativity cones from the individual
or the mlieu," he said in an interview

The "must-see" exhibition is ainmed at inspiring Malaysians to strive for
scientific excellence and produce a Nobel Laureate by 2020, a challenge
thrown by former Prine Mnister Tun Dr Mahathir Mohamad in 1998

Themed "Cultures of Creativity: Individuals and Mlieus", the exhibition
will have two different theatres at its core, one dedicated to individua
creativity with 32 different short filns produced by archival footage and
the other theatre showing 10 |onger novies on creative mlieus.

Ali said the exhibition would highlight several aspects of individua
creativity, such as courage, that brought recognition to the Nobel
Laur eat es.

"The courage to go one's own way and explore new paths as well as
chal I enge established theories should be backed by the persistency to
continue one's work according to one's beliefs,” he said, adding that
other inportant aspects to creativity were the ability see an old problem
in a new way, the element of chance and years of hard work.

He said it was clear that the environment in which a Laureate was
nurtured was one thriving with research in fundanmental sciences. Hence, it
was inportant to give high priority to investnents in devel oping the
field.

There also had to be a critical nmass of human resources in science and
technol ogy, he said, and a |love for science nurtured in schools.

The organisers of the exhibition hope to attract around 300,000 schoo
children to the exhibition itself.

"Progranmes |ike the National Science Quiz and Robofest are all |eading
towards the Nobel dream W have 15 scientific researchers per 10,000
wor kforce and our target for 2010 is 60 per 10,000. It is an anbitious
target and we really have to work hard," he said.

As the ministry realised that everything started in schools, about
RMLOO, 000 to RMR0O, 000 had been allocated yearly for the Science
I nnovation Project for secondary schools, he added.



Ali said the Government realised the inmportance of research and
devel opnent and had increased allocations for it over the years, with the
establi shments of special |aboratories and nore universities.

"Sonme of our researchers are also working with top-notch scientists in
| aboratories worldwi de. Under the ministry, we have science and technol ogy
agreenents with nore than 20 countries and we are very selective in
choosi ng our partners.”
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