02/ 10/ 2003

CTRM delivers first sets of Airbus A380 wi ng conponents

COWPCOSI TES Technol ogy Research Mal aysia Sdn Bhd (CTRM) yesterday delivered
the first sets of Airbus A380 wi ng conmponents to Airbus UK, a |eading
aircraft manufacturer.

At an official handover cerenpbny w tnessed by Prime M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad, CTRM chairman Tan Sri Dr Ahmad Zaharuddin said the
A380 programe was one of the nobst significant aircraft progranmes to cone
to light in the past 50 years.

He said CTRM personnel had gained a |ot of valuable experience with
Ai rbus through the programme and expressed his continued support for the
devel opnent of the Ml aysi an aerospace industry.

"CTRM achi evenents to date will help boost confidence anong the
Mal aysi an public and business sector of the potential within the aerospace
busi ness," he said at the cerenony held at the Langkaw | nternational
Mariti me and Aerospace exhibition

Ai rbus executive vice-president TomWIIlians said each major step in
producing the first of these A380 aircraft would be recorded in aviation
hi story.

"Wth the A380, our two organisations have forged an even stronger
partnership. W have Ml aysian and Airbus engineers working closely
t oget her on the design and engineering to develop this aircraft," he said.

The delivery of the first set of conposite |eading edge conponents took
pl ace al nbst one year after the original agreenent was signed |ast
Cct ober .

CTRM through its wholly owned subsi di ari es, Aero-Conposites Technol ogy
Sdn Bhd and its associated conpany Excel net Sdn Bhd, was awarded two
contracts for the A380 programre.

Ai rbus UK awarded the A380 Fi xed Leadi ng Edge Lower Panels design and
manuf acture contract. BAE Systens awarded a contract to nmanufacture A380
| Nboard Quter Fixed Leadi ng Edge.

In a statenent, Airbus said Malaysia Airlines was one of the Asia
Paci fic custoners for the 555 seat A380 double decker with orders for six
aircraft.

Deliveries of the A380s are scheduled to commence in 2007.

Dr Mahathir later net the Red Arrows team and was presented with a
junpsuit by the British Mnister of Defence Procurenent Lord Bach, and a
flight helnet by squadron | eader Carl Jepson

He was then led to the tarmac where he took flight in the Lancair
Col umbi a.

Upon | anding he inmediately visited aircraft on show at the static
di spl ay, such as the Alloutte-111 helicopter with Keranamu Dr Mon its
side that was flown by Royal Malaysian Air Force chief Jen Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahrmad yest er day.

Abdul | ah was on hand to greet him beside the Al ouette, before Dr
Mahat hir then proceeded to aircraft |ike the Falcon 50, Sukhoi Su-30MK
Qul fstream 200 and the F/ A-18E Super Hornets.

He even clinmbed aboard a Super Hornet, pronpting onl ookers to renmark
that the Prime Mnister was "extrenely fit" and energetic.
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