01/ 10/ 2003

PM perforns fleet review of 46 foreign and |ocal vessels

PRIME Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad received a glowing tribute
yesterday in the form of a touching poem which described him as a bel oved
"Captain".

Witten by Laksamana Madya (Rtd) Tan Sri Abdul Wahab Nawi, the poem was
recited by master of cerenonies, Mihanmad Amin Abdullah, at the gracing
cerenony of the Maritinme exhibition at Porto Ml ai.

Entitled "Tribute to the Great Sailor", the poem touched on the trial
and tribulations of a respected ship captain who strove for his crew
menbers.

Dr Mahathir then perforned a fleet review of the 46 foreign and | ocal
vessels participating in the exhibition.

A fleet reviewis a naval tradition performed all over the world to
honour the navy personnel and ships involved in any gathering.

The Prime Mnister was onboard a nega yacht the Al -Khaligqg.

The vessels involved in the fleet review were 21 vessels from Royal
Mal aysi an Navy, including its three bigger ships - the KD Mahawangsa, KD
Sri Indera Sakti and KD Lekiu - and 17 foreign ships including an |Indian
battleship, INS Delhi |led by Conmander Rabi nder Kumar Dhowan and France's
FNS Mar ne.

The fleet review also included eight vessels fromthe Marine Police,
Ship Master, Malaysian Custons and Halim Maznmin Berhad's RV Mahsuri, MW
Reef Explorer and MV Reef Chall enger.

A 19-gun salute was also given in honour of Dr Mahathir who is attending
his last Lima as Prine Mnister.
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