30/ 10/ 2003

PM New airport in Tioman to benefit islanders and the nation

PUTRAJAYA, Wed. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad said today that the
Government decided to build a new airport in Tioman for the future benefit
of the people there and Mal aysia in general

Stressing that the devel opment of Tioman nust be inplenented w thout
harming the natural environnment, the Prime Mnister said a small portion
of the island has to be sacrificed for the devel opnent of the new airport
so that nore people could enjoy the beauty of Ti onman.

"W don't wish to see devel opnent resulting in the destruction of plants
and vegetation, the beaches and coastline and the marine life in waters
off the island, reputed to be one of the nobst beautiful islands in the
wor | d.

"Al'l these have to be preserved properly because tourists are attracted
to Tioman island because of this. However, it is also necessary for us to
build the proper infrastructure so that people could travel here at ease,”
he said in his speech through video-conferencing during the ground-
breaking cerenmony at the site of the new airport on the island, at Kanpung
Paya.

Dr Mahathir said that the governnent has allocated nore than RMLOO
mllion for the construction of the airport which would further enhance
tourism and directly inprove the income and living standards of the Ti oman
i sland residents.

The new airport, designed to accommpdate bigger aircraft |ike the Boeing
737, will facilitate travel to the resort island, which now has an
airstrip at Kanpung Tekek.

"The beauty of Tioman would be neaningless if it cannot be enjoyed by
nore people. As such, we have to nmake a little sacrifice affecting a snall
part of the island to build the airport so that the greater part could be
enjoyed by nore visitors."

Dr Mahathir said that Tioman has al so been accorded duty-free status,
thus directly benefiting its residents who could enjoy nuch cheaper prices
for goods and services.

"I hope the people would enjoy the benefits, as experienced by the
people in Langkawi . Previously, Langkawi was filled with wooden
di | api dated houses but today the standard of living is very high. | am
confident Tioman island could be devel oped rapidly and the residents could
benefit nore fromits devel opnent,"” Dr Mahathir said.
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