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Only Umo can defeat Unmo

AROUND this tine |ast year, Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad | eft the Umo
general assenbly in uproar and pandenonium and the country in abject

di sbelief, by declaring his resignation with i mediate effect. Thankfully,
he was prevailed upon to postpone his decision. There is never an
opportune nonent for a |eader of such |long-established stature to step
down; never a fit occasion for the party, the Governnent and the nation to
break the addiction of relying on his sure hand in steering the ship of
state. In Cctober, Dr Mahathir will |eave an Umo that has grown into the
nost triunphant denocratic party in the developing world. He will also

| eave a considerable vacuum He could, if the party fails to nmake up for
his departure, also bequeath an Umo that is burdened by the downside of
its enornobus successes, an Umo that is at serious risk of beconing fat,

| azy and covet ous.

Dr Mahathir's opening address at the 54th assenbly was no |ess urgent,
no less adnonitory, for being his last. H s nessage was all too famliar:
that the laurels upon which the party presunes to rest cannot, and nust
never, be taken for granted. The struggle for independence, for which Umo
was founded and on which it nust continue to depend for the breath of
life, has not been conpletely won, and perhaps never wll be. Nationa
sovereignty is being progressively endangered by Wstern neo-colonialism
and the captivation of hearts and minds by religious extremismin
desperate reaction. This is the reality that Dr Mhathir warned nost
stridently of: the Western or "European" inperial tendency, once a matter
of persuasive ideology and the securing of markets and profit by economc
muscl e, is being pushed forward by the threat, and use, of mlitary force
and weapons of mass destruction. Mislim countries, by deliberate targeting
and by their own weaknesses, are first in the line of fire. Along with its
autonormy will go the country's will as well as its resources to protect
the interests of its people. Malaysia and Umo, if allowed to dissolve in
di sunity, will be held hostage to the globalisation of the mghty

Ironically, the potential for disunity has been increased by rapid
devel opnent and soci al progress. Stable government and the relentless
creation of wealth have caused a divergence between abilities and
expectations. Inebriated by the Westerninposed notion of denbcracy as an
end in itself, sone Malaysians are turning this discrepancy into heedl ess
di scontent. Dr Mahathir spoke agai nst those who wantonly demand First
Wrld facilities at Third World prices; against the flotsam of a cosseted
conmunity who desire the Ml aysian dream wi thout having to work hard to
pay for it. A nore pernicious perversion exists in Islam whose lofty
i deal s have been underm ned by sectarian politics. Dr Mahathir reiterated
that it has now becone the Governnent's responsibility, as far as
possible, to enclose the ummah within the true faith, by ensuring that
I slamic education in public schools is not subverted by the deviationist
ustaz and ustazah and their acconplices.

Cracks in the cohesion of the Malays will wobble the delicate bal ancing
act that is multi-racial, multi-religious Ml aysia. National integration
has beconme paramount. Against the forces of division, external and
internal, there is only the bastion of Umo, at the head of a coalition
government of consensus and consent. The Prime Mnister reserved his
deepest passion for his party, the Iynchpin of the nation, the fina
arbiter of its ongoing success or inpending failure. No other political



nmovenment cones close to it, in its principles, its historical record, its
spirit, its machinery and organisation, and, nost of all, in its prom se.
Dr Mahathir aimed his cautionary speech at the ultimate irony: that Ummo's
success has made it its own worst eneny. "The COpposition is not strong,"
he said. "They cannot defeat Umo. But Umo can defeat Ummo." After
Cctober, it will be the task of Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi to weld
the party together to elude this fate. W trust that he will have the
political will to do what needs to be done to preserve and enhance the
party's, the Governnent's and the nation's resoundi ng achi evenents.
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