15/ 03/ 2003
Mohd Zin sets new record with six-hour speech in Dewan Rakyat

Ram an Sai d

THEY say the job of a politician is to speak but Backbenchers C ub

chai rman Datuk Mhd Zin Mhaned gave the word new neani ng when he took six
hours to debate the Royal address.

The Shah Alam M s marat hon nonol ogue, recalled some |ong-serving Ms,
was perhaps the |ongest-ever speech delivered in the Dewan Rakyat.

"It is understandable ... he is like a new broom" said one menber in
reference to Mohd Zin's appoi ntnent as BBC chairman | ast year, succeeding
Datuk Dr Janmal uddin Jarjis who was made Second Finance M nister.

The Chair usually limts the time for MPs to deliver their speeches but
not in Mohd Zin's case as he was the first speaker debating the Roya
addr ess.

By convention, the menber noving a notion of thanks on the Yang di-
Pertuan Agong's speech at the opening of Parliament has the |uxury of
hol ding the floor for as |long as he wants.

That privilege is also extended to the Opposition |eader but Datuk Seri
Hadi Awang, who is also Terengganu Menteri Besar and Marang MP, had to cut
short his speech because he had to attend the Conference of Rulers.

Dewan Rakyat watchers would renmenber a sonmewhat simlar occurence during
the 9th Parlianment several years ago when Datuk Mohd Ali Rustam took to
the floor for six hours but it was not a speech

Rat her, the marathon reply was due to a slipup in the order of the day.

Mohd Ali, then Deputy Health Mnister, had to hold the floor till the
end of the day's session - six hours in all

Had Mohd Ali, now Malacca Chief Mnister, finished earlier, the next
item on the agenda was a notion on apostates by Hadi.

One MP who could no | onger bear the long wait for the BBC chairman to
conpl ete his nmai den speech was Kerk Ki m Hock (DAP-Kota Ml aka) who
conplained to the Chair that the Shah Alam MP was taking too |ong

He said such a thing had never happened before and Mohd Zin was clearly
abusing the privilege extended to him as first speaker on the Royal
addr ess.

"Do not abuse the process. Please stick to the convention,” he rued

Anot her opposition MP was nore cynical, saying that Mohd Zin's
performance may be connected to acting Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah
Badawi 's recent statement on choice of candidates for the forthcom ng
general election.

"The acting Prime Mnister has stressed that the performance of MPs and
their qualities as orators mght be used as a yardstick in choosing
candi dates for the general election. Mhd Zin is just showi ng the way how
it should be done."

The Shah Alam MP woul d not have taken the whol e Tuesday and the |arger
part of Wdnesday norning to end his 51-page speech if not for the various
interjections and verbal clashes with Qpposition Ms.

One case in point was the heated debate over the Governnent's decision
to end per capita funds for Sekolah Agama Rakyat (SAR).

In fact, the SAR issue dom nated this week's proceedi ngs, which often
saw both sides of the divide engaged in shouting nmatches.

The Chair had a trying tine restoring order, and at one point, Deputy
Speaker Datuk Lim Si Cheng warned MPs not to test his patience

"Pl ease abide by the regulations. If not, | will be forced to evict you
from the House."



The backbenchers have been anticipating an onslaught from the
OQpposition, particularly Pas, on the issue.

"We have been told to be prepared to engage Pas on this. They will not
have a field day running down the Governnent," pledged one BN
representative.

Most vocal anong the Opposition ranks was Mahfuz Orar (Pas-Pokok Sena)
who demanded that the Government cone clean on the matter.

"It is unfair for all SAR to be punished when only one or two have
deviated fromthe true teachings of |slam

"If a policeman is found to be corrupt, do we have to close all police
stations?"

Countered Mohd Zin: "The Governnment does not oppose SAR, but it is
agai nst the spreading of a culture of hatred.”

He recounted a personal experience. "l have seen nyself how a seven-
year-old relative of mne says ini orang jahat (this is a bad person) when
shown a picture of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad."

He told the Pas MPs that it was appalling for the party to poison the
m nds of children in the name of politics.

Whil e both sides clashed over SAR, they closed ranks in opposing war in
Iraqg and attenpts by the United States to dominate the world

Proceedi ngs on Tuesday was adjourned for one hour to enable nmenbers to
debate a notion on Iraq. And the person in the |linelight was, once again,
Mohd Zin who tabled the notion

Dah tak ada orang lain ke ... (lIsn't there anybody else)?," was a
conment heard from the Opposition bench when the Speaker invited himto
nove the notion.

Mohd Zin replied: Dah rezeki, apa nak buat. (Already ny lot, what can |
do) .

On the sidelines, Pressnen covering Parlianent got a pleasant surprise
when told that refreshments would be provided for them daily, courtesy of
the Information Departnent.
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