31/ 10/ 2003

Don't | ook back in anger, Jews told

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad
rem nded the Jews that they should not treat Mislinms the way they were
treated, persecuted and massacred by other races.

He said when the Jews were persecuted and there was a plan to wi pe them
out during the Hol ocaust, they sought refuge in Mslim countries |ike
Morocco, Al geria, Tunisia and even Egypt, and they were not ill-treated in
t hose countri es.

"We synmpathised with them W were sad to see how the Jews were ill-
treated by the Europeans," Dr Mhathir said after chairing the Umo
suprene council neeting.

The retiring Prime Mnister was asked if he had any parting advice for
the Jews.

Dr Mahathir, accused of being anti-Semitic by Western | eaders for his
speech during the opening of the Oganisation of the Islamc Conference
Summit in Putrajaya earlier this nonth, said the Jews must not think they
were the chosen people who were above criticism

"Supposing part of Britain or Anerica is taken by Jews as part of

Israel. Do you think the Arericans will sit quietly and say ~OK, welcone?
They won't.

"When the Pal estinians were expelled fromtheir country and their |and
given to the Jews, it's not religion at all, it's territorial. If you take

sonebody's land, they will fight for it," he added.

On another issue, Dr Mahathir said although the country needed an
Opposition to act as a check-and-balance to the ruling Governnent, it
shoul d not go overboard in its bid to win support.

He said the Opposition should be truthful and not spread |ies and nake
defamatory statenents against the country and the Barisan Nasiona
Gover nment .

"I hope that Pas accepts that Umo is also a party which holds true to
Islamic teachings and that there is no difference between the religious
beliefs of both parties.

"There may be political differences, but not religious. W are all of
the sane religion," he said.

For non-Islamc Qpposition parties, Dr Mahathir said their |eaders
shoul d not spread |ies about the Governnent abroad.

"They shoul d appreciate the Governnent and not belittle it. No one
should be hurling lies and defami ng the Governnent," he added

In other countries, he said the Opposition would work with the
CGover nment once an el ection was over.

"Though during canpaigning they may be agai nst each other, once the
el ection is over, they will work together

"However, in Ml aysia, the Qpposition continues to criticise the
CGovernnent even after an election is over."

He said sonetines governnent |eaders spent plenty of time, even in
cof fee shops, talking about politics, trying to rebut these lies and
runours and this was a waste of tine.

To a question whether the Covernnent had succeeded in overcom ng racial
barriers in the country, Dr Mahathir said Ml aysia had done better than
nost other countries.

"In nost other multi-racial countries, there are barriers, but in
Mal aysia, there is co-operation anong all the races.



"W have done very well. We have 14 conponent parties in the Barisan
Nasi onal representing all the races and tribes in the country,” he said.

He said whenever there was an issue, the parties would, in the spirit of
BN, discuss and iron out things anong thensel ves.

Asked on a report in Harakah that Pas |eaders would | odge police reports
nati onwi de against Dr Mahathir for alleged crimes he committed during his
tenure, Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said: "W
will definitely continue to defend our | eader."

Dr Mahathir then quipped: "They can take me to court if | have done

wrong. "
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