09/ 11/ 2003
12,000 for | andmark convention

Patri ck Sennyah

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - About 12,000 M C | eaders and nmenbers are set to
create history in Shah Alam tonmorrow with the |argest gathering of I|ndians
under one roof to pledge support to Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdull ah
Ahrmad Badawi and party president Datuk Seri S. Sany Vell u.

The M C El ection Machinery Convention at the Selangor Youth and Cul tural
Conmplex will also kickstart the party's preparations for the next general
el ection by outlining strategies and appointing MC election officers in
all State and divisions.

The event will start with a welcone note by party secretarygeneral S.
Sot hi nat han foll owed by an address by Sanmy Vellu and the opening speech by
Abdul | ah.

In his speech, Sany Vellu is expected to enphasise the party's support
for Abdullah and its appreciation to Tun Dr Mahathir Mhamad for his
contri butions.

Samy Vellu is also expected to outline the party's preparations for the
general election.

"The main purpose of this convention is to show our support for the new
Prime Mnister and also to give all branch chairnen a chance to voice
their views on the party's preparation for the general election," said
Samy Vel | u.

The M C has 4,300 branches nationw de and boasts a menbership of
601, 012.

During the convention, nenbers are also expected to pledge their
undi vi ded support to Sany Vell u.

This is in view of a recent statenment by the Indian Progressive Front
president Datuk M G Pandithan calling for Sany Vellu to nake way for
younger blood in the party.

Clearly upset over the statenent, all three MC vice-presidents - Datuk
G Pal anivel, Datuk S. Veerasingam and Tan Sri K S. Nijhar had issued a
stern warning to Pandithan to "shut up and nmind his own business".

During the one-day convention tonorrow, Umo secretary-general Tan Sri
Khal il Yaakob will present a working paper on preparations for the general
el ection. Selangor Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Dr Mhd Khir Toyo will also be
present.
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