27/ 10/ 2003
Don't speculate, DPMtells public

Patri ck Sennyah; Saj ahan Waheed; Adrian David

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahmad Badawi, who will be sworn
in as the country's fifth Prime Mnister on Friday, today urged the public
to stop specul ating on the appoi ntrment of his deputy.

The Deputy Prime Mnister said he was not in a position to speak on the
matter.

"I amyet to take over (from Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad), how can | say anything? The specul ati on has, however, started,"”
he said after attending the opening of the People's Progressive Party's
50t h general assenbly by Dr Mahathir at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Asked if a portrait of Umo vicepresident Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak,
whi ch was placed under his (Abdullah) at a corner on the fourth floor of
the PWIC neant anything, Abdullah, who is also Umo deputy president,
sai d:

"I do not have any influence over how the portraits are drawn or
pai nted. W& cannot nake any assunption based on paintings."

He said the portraits should not be interpreted in any way as there were
al so pictures of the two other Umo vice-presidents: Tan Sri Mihyiddin
Yassin and Tan Sri Muhamad Miuhanmad Tai b.

"Why are you (reporters) asking me this? The portraits of all three
vice-presidents are there. Najib is also drawn with jet-fighters. Wy nake
interpretations fromthe paintings?"

Asked if he would nane his deputy as soon as he was sworn in on Friday,
Abdul | ah said he would wait for the right tine.

On a separate matter, Abdullah, who is also Hone Mnister, said
arrangenents were being made to bring back the 13 Ml aysi an students
detained in Pakistan for suspected links with nilitants

Wsnma Putra would work with the Hone Mnistry and the police to nake the
arrangenents.

Contacted by tel ephone in |Islanabad, WMl aysian H gh Conmi ssion spokesnan
Abdul Ghafar |skandar said it would probably take about a week for the 13
to return.

He said that this was to facilitate paperwork according to the
procedures of the Pakistani Interior and Foreign Mnistries.

CGhafar said the Ml aysi an Hi gh Commi ssion was notified of the students'
rel ease by the Pakistani Governnent |ast week.

Paki stani authorities arrested the Ml aysians and five |ndonesian
students last nonth on suspicion of being involved in activities of the
Jemaah |slanmiyah following information obtained from detained JlI |eader
Hanbal i

On the establishnent of an independent panel of experts to nonitor
Si ngapore's |and reclamation in the Straits of Johor, Abdullah said:

"I would think that they have started the work, they should...there's no
need for delay."

On Cct 10 he was reported as saying that the panel should be set up
i Mmediately after the conclusion of the Oganisation of the Islanmc
Conference Sunmit in Putrajaya on Cct 18.

The establishnent of the panel forned part of the Oct 8 decision of the
International Tribunal on the Law of the Sea in the dispute between
Mal aysi a and Singapore over the latter's reclamation works in the waters
of f Pulau Tekong and Pulau Tuas in the Straits of Johor.
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