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THE proposal to institutionalise the thoughts of Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahathir Mhamad, as nooted by National Economic Action Council
executive director Datuk Mistapa Mhaned and | ater endorsed by Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi at the recent Umo genera
assenbly is truly an excellent and tinely one.

In the nore than two decades that he has been at the helm Dr Mhathir
has shocked and astounded the world with his often unconventional yet
consistently pragnmatic approach to resolving issues and problens.

Wth his sharp observation of the state of the world and blunt criticism
of those who are unjust and imoral, admirers and detractors alike cannot
but concede that the Prime Mnister is a statesnman par excellence, who has
turned nation building into a fine art.

As Dr Mhathir prepares for retirenent and Mal aysi ans prepare to accept
that reality, it is inperative that every effort is taken to ensure that
the invaluable | essons fromthe experience of the Prinme Mnister in the
|ast 22 years are well preserved for the benefit of future generations.

There is much to learn fromall that has unfolded in those eventfu
years.

However, it is inportant that what we conserve is not just the history
| essons, but also the thought process and the nethods of translating ideas
and vision into tangible reality.

We nust do nore than just |earn about the achievenents; we nust |earn
what |ay behind those achi evenents, the notivations and the |arger
obj ecti ves.

The Institut Pemikiran Dr Mahathir, as it is being touted, must not be
just a nere archive of facts and figures. Like its nanmesake, it nust be a
dynam c, progressive and pro-active body that would continue to contribute
to the process of nation building.

It should be nade up of and headed by people who are responsive
results-oriented and highly attuned to the ever-changi ng gl obal status
quo. Most inportantly, it nust be an institute that is able to harness the
enornmous wealth of experience and skills gained over the |ast two decades
and fully utilise them towards finding practical solutions for
contenporary problens facing the country, for this generation and nany
generations to cone.

Done properly, the proposed institute can be a source of guidance and
inspiration not just for Ml aysians but for students of political science
and governance all over the world. If this can be achieved Dr Mihathir's
t houghts and ideas will continue to benefit Ml aysia and the world | ong
into the future. This will then be Milaysia's gift to the world and Dr
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