04/ 08/ 2003

Dr M No nore water loans if Federal control is opposed

PUTRAJAYA, Sun. - The Federal CGovernment will stop any further |oans or
aid to Kelantan and Terengganu if the States are adamant in their stand
agai nst the National Water Council's proposal for the central Governnent
to take over the nanagenent of water resources, Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad said tonight.

Singling out Kelantan as the State with the npbst severe problemin water
managenent, the Prine Mnister said it could not expect any further
Federal funds and nust repay its existing loans, which ran into hundreds
of million ringgit.

Dr Mahathir said that it would be neaningless for the Federal Governnent
to continue channelling nore funds to Kelantan for its water nmanagenent if
the people continued to suffer with poor water supply and quality.

Dr Mahathir said the best way would still be for the State Covernments
to fully back the proposal through their respective State Assenblies.



	Dr M: No more water loans if Federal control is opposed (NST 04/08/2003)

