23/ 05/ 2003
Dr Ling says he's stepping down as MCA president today

Chow Kum Hor

PUTRAJAYA, Thurs. - MCA president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik today
confirmed he would step down from his post tonorrow after 17 years in
power .

The focus now shifts to the choice of his successor, with vice-
presidents Datuk Seri Ong Ka Ting and Datuk Chan Kong Choy the front-
runners.

Deputy president Datuk Seri Lim Ah Lek is also expected to tender his
resignation tonmorrow as part of the peace plan brokered by Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad.

Li m coul d not be reached for confirmation.

However, sources said Dr Ling's nbve was just a sandi wara.

"The proof of the pudding is in the eating. The MCA central committee
has been told to reject it (Dr Ling s resignation)," a source said.

However, another source said it would be unwise for Dr Ling to renege on
his pledge to resign.

"I believe he will do what he has pronised Dr Mahathir," the source
sai d.

Dr Ling's announcenent this afternoon at the Transport Mnistry cane
barely hours after Ong and Chan nmet Dr Mahathir at the Prime Mnister's
Departnent in the norning.

There is no confirmation on what the neeting was about. It is specul ated
that the two briefed Dr Mahathir on the | atest devel opnents.

"My mind is nmade up. | am not going to change ny mind. W (my supporters
and 1) have discussed that the reason for ny resignation is to pave the
way for the younger generation to take ny place," said Dr Ling, 59, who is
al so Transport Mnister, after nmeeting about 100 supporters from Kedah,
Perlis and Kel ant an.

They had gone there to appeal to him not to step down.

Describing his resignation as a "correct step", Dr Ling expressed the
hope that his supporters would accept his reasons.

Asked if 60-year-old Lim his rival in the three-year-old party crisis,
woul d al so be stepping down as spelt out in the peace plan, he said he
coul d not speak on behal f of other people.

On who woul d succeed him Dr Ling said: "I will let you know tonorrow.
The central committee can decide on that. Let's not go into the details.”

The central conmittee - the highest executive body in the party _ which
is scheduled to neet tonorrow at Wsma MCA at noon, is expected to iron
out the succession issue.

Under the party constitution, any vacancies involving elected national -
| evel office-bearers can be filled by the central committee menbers who
wi || choose anong thensel ves who to take over.

Dr Ling's confirmation today cane after a series of neetings between him
and State |eaders who had appealed to him over the past 48 hours to
reconsi der his decision to quit.

The simultaneous resignation of Dr Ling and Limis one of the mgjor
points in the peace plan drafted in April 2002 by Dr Mahathir, with the
assi stance of Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahrmad Badawi and
busi nessnen Tan Sri Lim Kok Wng and Tan Sri Lee Kim Yew.

The other main points are that the Team B faction agreed to call off its
extraordi nary general neeting and the party's menbership registry should
be cl eared of any phant om nenbers.



Dr Mahathir nediated in the crisis upon appeals from both Team A and
Team B factions after a protracted split that was sparked off by a
breakdown in succession tal ks between Dr Ling and Lim

Dr Ling favoured Ong to take over, while Chan is seen as Lims protege.
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